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BjecT: @ DISCS | : g""" )
" In connectica with your rcqunt to be advised as to the facts 5 mm—t—
concerning newspaper reports of flying discs in the Portland ared and the §: Uete——
reported conference of army officials in Fortland concerning flying discs,Z. a=
the Portland Office hus advisod thut lsaveritt 0. Richards, aviation Emome " 4,
editor of the "Oregonian,® hus stated that Captain Willisx LXuvidsem ~~. -
“and Lieutenant Fraak . of the Fourth AiF Headquarters, San Francisco, = - .. H
ware in Fortland em 27, 1547. thils in Portlund they interviewed Dick —-—. e }.

WRaniin, an experisnced pilot, who had reported that he observed, on Jutz 2,
a foration of ten flylng discs over Bakersfield, California. Richards addnd R L
that Davidson and Brown had also interviewed the following four sxperienced . ok,

“+pllots who were amcng the first .to report seein: discs, Kqane old, - busm:mn
from Bolse, Idaho; Captain E. J th, a co-pilot; Bal tovon:. Ooited Alrlines .
and DovirJohason, aviaticn editer, Idaho®"Statesman.® In order to deterzine the .~ " _-
_ purposa of these interviews Richards contacted Rajor General Twining of Tright Field,
Cbic, and from hin gained the izpression that the AAF instituted this investigation.
to wash out the disc reports since theyare Mhd.ubnototwm . \,

On Friday, Augost 1, the plans in which AAF i.nnau.;aton, Captain
Davidson and Iieutenant Brown, were flying, crashsd at Kelso, Washington and hoﬂ;
wers killed. The wreckaze was screensd by AAF Intelligence from McChord Field.
The *Tacoma Hews Tribune® and through thea tas United Press put out a atory that
the plane was carrying parts of a disc waich had struck a boat owned by Barold
Dubl and Fred Chriszan. It has also been inferred that this pluns was sabotaged
to prevent thase disc purts fros being examined.

STATTS . ' : ..’
Investigation by the Burean has reflscted that t.his phm "s dotinltoly
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For your further i.n.tarmtun ihon is atuchod a blind memorendm utu.u -
forth in sore detail the results aof ths investigation surrounding the adove plnn
crash, mtwmrmuummuws mattar.
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“ 4+ 7" “Mere are attached two copies of a blind cemorandies setting
i Torth the facts relative to the Teported air orash of two AAF officers

'.' investigating flying dise complaints,
RECOAZNDATION Y o 675

{' Yt It is recommended that a copy of ths bezorandum be furnished
by the Liaison Section to the Afr Force Intslligence.
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FLYING DISCS .

The "Tacoma News Tribune® and through them the United Press put out
a story that an amy plune which was allegedly carrying parts of a disc which
had struck a boat owned by Harold Dahl and Fred Chrisman had crashed on August
1, 1947, killing two Alr Force Intelligence officers who were interviewing

persons who were alleged to have seen flying discs.

q:md when interviewed by Bureau Agents,
advieed in & sisned stavément on August 7, 1947, that in the early part of June,

19h7, they picked up some strunge rock formations from a gravel pit on ijauri

Islund, Washington./ They sent a cirar box of these formctions to gne (RSN
M’anﬂ also of the

f the
in Chicago, Illinois. According to them they requested SR é 7
C

-

to make only a chemical analysis of the rock formations. (R then wrote
asking for additional samples statinz he bad been unable to analyze the material
nd U e rkod that a few days after the flying disc stories appeared
uring the latter purt of June ontacted them by telephone saying hs would
pay for an exclusive story if the materials they had sent him were fragments of
a flying disc. &aid he wrote a letter in which he reprusented the
material as being a purt of & flying disc, and bot and adnitted
that this statement wus entirely false.

b and SEERGEEE.then received a call from one EEEENEEERE of

Poise, Idaho who requested thea to meet him at the Winthrop Hotel in Tucoma on
July 31, 19L7. According to them alled in aray intelligence officers -é
from Hamilton Field, Califormia and one C2 {f Onited Airline 74
of Sealtle, Washington to attend this meeting. maintained
they told the intelligence officers Captain Davidson, Lieutenunt amq.P -

GEREAL o0 SN oxactly how they got the rock formations und that they -
had no connection with any flying discs. Wiwand Sl stated that they then’

furnished some of the rock formation to the intelligence officers as sanples. 3

Captain Davidson and Lieutenant Bromn left Tacoma, Washington in a B-25
“  to return to Hamilton Field, California about 2:30 A.M. August 1, 1947, and were
-»killed when their plune crashod at Kelso, Washington, after the left engine
burned out an exhaust stack which in twrn caught the left wing on fire which caused
1t to break off. The crew chief and cuch officer parachuted to safety,

\:’w.z Tacom advised that two or
* thred days after the flying disc story started he cooueud‘ to check the story
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s Washington, to the effect thut ing disec tra;pent.s.é?c
s time [P adnitted to QB that the entire story was fulse. .

Relative to SN, t2ted that he was pald by
[ e S ————— e g { &

to Tacoma and obtain a story from thexm regarding the flying disc fragments.

At

On July 31 and August 1, a total of five anonymous calls were ;
received by a CEEECREEIPERENGEnd tho GENEEREERNERER ot Tacona
giving iniormation regirding the mesting at the Winthrop Hotel over the diccl?c
fragments and stating that the B-25 had been shot down or sabotaged which
killed Captain Davideon and Lieutenant Brown, inferring that this was done
bacause the intelligance officers were carrying disc fragments in their plans.
stated that thase calls could only have ccme from

thnselns= who, they stated, had a friend on the Chicago b 7 b

Times and was pussibly selling the story to the Chicago Times through this
friend. “donhd madng these calls.

upon inte stated that, reporterdllls of the Tacoma
Tioas and I the in Tacoma had informed him that

phad several anonymous calls and from the accuracy of the information 676
transad tted @l Volioves they wore made by either
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' ATRECTOR . . ~ ROUTINE .
"-”-’mmc DISCS SIGHTED BY b TACOMA,, -
- VASHINGTON, SM X. REURTEL INSTANT DATE. ~PLEASE BE ADVISED nmg‘
& 010 voT ADMIT TO -mr RIS STORY VAS A HOAX BUT ONLY
_ STATED THAT IF uuzsnouzn BY AUTHORITIES KE WAS GOING TO SAY: IT VAS
. A HOAX Bscnusz HE DID NOT wm'r ANY FURTHER TROUBLE OVER TME MATTER. °

COMPLETE REPORT NOV EN ROIITE TO BUREAU AMSD,' WHICH INDICATES 676

PROBABLY SN 'MADE THE ANONYMOUS PHONE CALL IN THE
ROPE OF BULDING UP THEIR STORY THROUGH PUBLICITY TO A POINT WHERE

THEY COULD MAKE A PROFITABLE DEAL VITHIRANTASY MAGAZINE, CHICAGO

ILLINOIS. (ENENESNEME vILL NOT,BE REINTERVIEWED UNLESS

. ADVIS}:D TO THE Q@Nwhwat CONTRARY BY THE BUREAU, f _fj f}) . 3
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“ATTED STATES DEPARIMENT OF JUS1.CE

August 1,
'_:: ._ - ’ T0:  COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. SAC, Seattle E RO E
Tl . [ - Tranamii the following message lo:
| REVRTEL AUGUST TWELVE. 1T IS MOTED FROM INTERROGATION OF il
MG CLATS TEAT DIRINO THE GONFSKENGE ON JULY THIRTX ONE g
‘ ur— ATPARENTLY REPEATED TIEIR FALSE STIRY AROUT TUE YATEXIAL
i , ESING FRAGUSNTS OF A FLYIKG DISC AND GVLY ON SATURDAY NIGHT AUGUST

secoid DID R ADMIT THAT THE STOKY WAS A HOAX. IF SUCH IS THE CASE

57(/ IT TSULD APPEAR Bmlsn-m— YADE THE ANONYMOUS PHONE CALL:

SINCZ TUET WOULD HAVE BEENR UNDER THE IMPR.SSION AT THAT TILE THAT Ti

~e—--—~ - = i WATERTAL FURNISHED TO CAFTAIN DAVIDSOM AND LIEUTENANT EROWN WAS ACTU
~y  PARTS OF A FLYINO DISC. IT %ouLD A1so APfEAR TunT 4P Ao (P
g—
v~ DID HCT ADMIT THE HOAX TO THE ARXY INTELLIGZINCE OFFICCRS BECAUSE IF
HAD DONE SO THE OFFICERS PROBLELY TOULD MOT HAVE TAHZN THE ALLEGED i
WITH TH2Y O THEIR FATAL FLIGHT. ToIS MAWTSR SHOULD ES CLEARED UP
T
R T REINTESVIEW WITH ’arm’ WHEN THIS POIRT CLARIFIED RO FU
’ J%\“—"#‘ﬂ }"o \
— — i INVESTIGATION NECESSARY.
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