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Spaatz Orders ||
Reorganizing
Of Air Forces

3 Major Commands
Included In Plan

By W. H. LAWRENCE.
a1 o The New York Times and

a
s
e
Washington, March 2—A ||
a
M

sweeping reorganization of the
Army Air Forces, dividing its
combatant _striking power into
ee major commands, Strategic,
Tactical and Continental Defense, | of
has :

been ordered by General

Carl A. Spaatz, new commanding |

general of the Air Forces, and is |

expected to be announced within |
few d

rge Kenney, who
al  MacArthur's
commander in the Southwest Pa-
o cific, draws the top assignment
as head of the Strategic Air Com-

<
Jong-range h'hler Eroups. J
70 Alr Groups Planned. §f
o

t

Gen. E. R. “Pet
sada, formerly fop commander
a tactical air command under the | |

inth Air Force in the battle ||
against Germany, will have over- | ¢
all charge of the Tactical Air |
Groups, which will Include fight- |
ers, fighter bombers, medium and
light bombers, and troop-carrier
| airera

The Continental Defense Com-

T
23
PL
5
2
g
-

e da;
n zm fighters, bombers, and xnnx.
range reconnaissance aircraft. It
could not be learned today
whether _General

PPy

of this selection is expected soon,
when_ details of ihe whole pro-
| gram are made,
The peacehme pmgram of the ||
r Forces, organization of which
ha! not yet been authorized by
Congress, contemplates a total of
70 air_gioups with 8.200 opera- N
tional planes, plus 6,000 plai
and Nllmna|
Guard, and manned by 401,055
officers and men, about twice the
L | size of the entire prewar United
| | States Army and Air Forces.
To Concentrate On B-29's.

e | This force will include 25 very |
heavy-bomber KrouDs, 20 fighter

recon-

| Paicsance gro
| "Exaer aisposiion of these forces
, jamong the three major combatant | g
) lair commands could not be
o wltarned It was understood that

o ey mand,
[ | which will furnish most of Amer-
| ican air strength earmarked for

| trate on the Boeing B-29 Super-
.| fortress. The reliable B-17 Flying
I| Fortress and B- dberator,

h | which carried on’ the air
. | against Germany, have been
i | junked as obsolete.
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