




































IN THE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS OF TENNESSEE
AT NASHVILLE

STATE OF TENNESSEE v. WILLIE AUSTIN DAVIS

Criminal Court for Davidson County
No. 2017-A-62

___________________________________

No. M2019-01852-CCA-R3-CD
___________________________________

ORDER

On January 21, 2021, the Court directed the Clerk to place this appeal on the next 
available docket for a decision on the record and the parties’ briefs, without oral argument.  
The appeal is now set on the Court’s February 2021 Docket.  Although the Appellant
requested oral argument, Tenn. R. App. P. 35(a), the Court acted within its discretion based 
upon the supreme court’s recent directives suspending most in-person court proceedings
and in order to expedite a final decision in this matter.  In re: COVID-19 PANDEMIC, No. 
ADM2020-00428 (Tenn. Jan. 15, 2021) (Order); Tenn. R. App. P. 2.  The Appellant now 
moves the Court to reconsider its decision.  That motion is hereby denied.  “Oral argument 
on appeal is not an essential ingredient of due process.”  Price v. Johnson, 334 U.S. 266, 
285 (1948), overruled on other grounds by McCleskey v. Zant, 499 U.S. 467 (1991).  
Moreover, Rule 2 specifically authorizes this Court to suspend the provisions of certain 
Rules of Appellate Procedure, including Rule 35, in “the interest of expediting decision 
upon any matter.”  Tenn. R. App. P. 2. Thus, this appeal shall remain on the February 2021 
Docket for consideration on the briefs of the parties, without oral argument.

Presiding Judge John Everett Williams
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