IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE

)
JOHN PERRY, )
)
Plaintiff, )
)
-vs- ) Case No.
)
) JURY DEMAND
HARPERCOLLINS CHRISTIAN )
PUBLISHING, INC,, )
)
Defendant. )
COMPLAINT
L
INTRODUCTION

1.  John Perry, a celebrated author and biographer, was commissioned by Thomas
Nelson, Inc. to write a book titled, Through My Father’s Eyes, chronicling the life of the
late world evangelist Billy Graham as seen through the eyes of his son, Franklin Graham.
After the work was completed, Thomas Nelson (now wholly-owned by the Defendant
HarperCollins Christian Publishing, Inc.) reneged on its promise to pay to Mr. Perry
future royalties on the sale of this book. Mr. Perry now brings this action against
Thomas Nelson, Inc. for compensatory damages arising out of its willful, anticipatory
breach of contract and declaratory judgment.

IL.
JURISDICTION

2. This court is vested with jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C.§ 1331, based on the
diversity of citizenship of the parties, and the amount in controversy exceeds $75,000.

3. Venue is proper in the Middle District of Tennessee since all of the actions
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alleged took place in this federal district.

IIL.
PARTIES

4,  John Perry is an accomplished author who has written over 30 books, including
Sergeant Alvin York, Unshakable Faith, Lady of Arlington, and Lee- A Life of Virtue.
One of his most recent books, Letters to God, was listed on the 2010 New York Times
Best Seller List. He resides in the State of Tennessee.

5. HarperCollins Christian Publishing, Inc., (hereinafter “HarperCollins™), is a
foreign corporation, and has its principal corporate offices at 1211 Avenue of the
Americas, New York, New York 10036. Its registered agent for service of process is
Troy Edens, 501 Nelson Place, Nashville, Davidson County, Tennessee 37214.

IV,
FACTS

6.  Franklin Graham is the eldest son of the late, noted evangelist Billy Graham. He
is the President and CEO of a world-wide ministry called Samaritan’s Purse,
headquartered in Boone, North Carolina. He also serves as an evangelist for a separate
ministry and organization founded by his father called the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association (“BGEA”).

7. In late 2005 or early 2006, John Perry received a telephone call from a
representative of Franklin Graham, inquiring whether he would be willing to serve as a
full —time, in-house ghostwriter for Franklin Graham.

8. Soon afterward, in late winter or early spring of 2006, Mr. Perry traveled to the
headquarters of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association in Charlotte, North Carolina,

for an interview.
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9. During his interview, Franklin Graham’s representative explained the
expectations of the job, and also shared with Mr. Perry that the two ministries, BGEA and
Samaritan’s Purse, were in the process of merging. She mentioned also that there was
some concern that as a result of the merger of these two non-profit organizations, some of
the donors who had given to both organizations over the years would now make only a
single donation to one of the ministries.

10. Mr. Perry came up with an idea for Franklin Graham to write his father’s
biography from Franklin’s own unique perspective, to be published after Billy Graham’s
death. Mr. Perry suggested how such a biography could tie the two organizations together
in a powerful way, form a new and special connection between father and son, and would
produce a book that both BGEA and Samaritan’s Purse could then market. During his
interview, Mr. Perry learned that the two organizations had a combined mailing list of 7
million individuals. This audience, when combined with the estimated 15 million
Southern Baptists, tens of millions of American evangelicals, and millions more
throughout the world affected by the life and preaching of Billy Graham, produced a
sizeable potential market for such a book.

11. Mr. Perry elected not to pursue a position with Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association, but he did later speak with his interviewer by telephone and mentioned his
idea for the biography on the life of Billy Graham. The interviewer gave him the name of
another representative within the Franklin Graham organization, and told him that he
could discuss his book proposal with him. Mr. Perry followed up and sent a letter to this

contact about this book proposal. The contact person responded with what appeared to be
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a type of form letter thanking Mr. Perry for the proposal, but expressing disinterest at that
time in such an undertaking.

12. During this time period in 2006, Mr. Perry was writing a book for Thomas
Nelson entitled God Behind Bars, based on the story of Charles Colson’s Prison
Fellowship ministry. He shared his idea for the Graham biography with executives at
Thomas Nelson, and the concept was well received, and the parties discussed a tentative
agreement for Mr. Perry to write this manuscript.

13. Mr. Perry was later informed that Jonathan Merkh and Sam Moore (executives of
Thomas Nelson) had pitched his idea for this biography to Franklin Graham, and that Mr.
Graham enthusiastically endorsed it.

14. In mid-summer of 2006, Mr. Perry received a call from a representative of
Thomas Nelson, announcing that they had a book deal with Franklin Graham based on
Mr. Perry’s idea. Thomas Nelson offered to hire Mr. Perry to write the book.

15. The offer by Thomas Nelson consisted of a writing fee in the amount of
$100,000, plus two royalty points on the book, including any spinoff versions and
editions. Mr. Perry was advised that a “cover credit was off the table.” Franklin Graham
did not want to share credit with him as a ghostwriter. Mr. Perry accepted Thomas
Nelson’s offer.

16. On October 27, 2006, the parties entered into an Independent Contractor
agreement that set forth the terms of the book contract for Through My Father’s Eyes. A
true and correct copy of this contract signed by John Perry and Jonathan Merkh, Senior
Vice President and Publisher on behalf of Thomas Nelson, is attached hereto as Exhibit A

and is incorporated herein by reference.
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17. The compensation terms under this Independent Contractor agreement provided

as follows:

5. Compensation. For the satisfactory completion of all Services to be performed by
Contractor under this Agreement, Publisher shall pay a total of One Hundred Thousand Dollars
($100,000.00). Payment will be made as follows:

Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) paid within ten (10) days of Publishet’s receipt of
a signed Letter of Intent from Writer; and

Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) within thirty (30) days of receipt of a fully signed
Manuscript Verification Form acknowledging that the manuscript is in acceptable form by
Author and Publisher.

5.1 In addition to the above compensation, Publisher agrees to pay to Contractor a two
percent (2%) royalty based on Publisher’s net sales of the Work sold in any market or in any
format including all possible variations mentioned in the contract Publisher has with Author.

5.2 Publisher will reimburse Writer for travel related to the preparation of a fully
acceptable manuscript. Such travel must be pre-approved or arranged by Publisher.
Reimbursement shall be made within thirty (30) days of Publisher’s receipt of approved invoices.
Invoices not to be submitted more frequently than once a month.

Exhibit A at q 5.

18. In addition, the contract provided the following right and opportunity to Mr.
Perry, as the Contractor, to cure any portion of the manuscript that Thomas Nelson, as
Publisher, found objectionable.

Publisher may terminate this Agreement if Contractor fails to provide the

Services and deliver the completed work by the time specified in Paragraph 2,

excepting acts of God, or if Publisher determines, in its sole discretion, that all

or a portion of the Work is not satisfactory after Contractor has had an

opportunity and thirty (30) days to remedy specifically identified writing in

need of modification.

Exhibit A at § 12.

19. Very shortly after the original contract was signed, Mr. Perry traveled with

Franklin Graham and some of his board members to an event in Quito, Ecuador. In early
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2007, he also traveled with Mr. Graham and his entourage to a similar event in Winnipeg,
Canada. The Plaintiff took notes along the way, and conducted several interviews with
Mr. Graham during these visits for later use in writing the biography.

20. During this time frame in 2007, Mr. Perry formed a working relationship with
Franklin Graham. He regularly sent sections of the rough manuscript to him, solicited his
review and comment, and asked his staff for specific information. In all of his meetings
and conversations with Franklin Graham, Mr. Graham expressed nothing but praise and
encouraging comments about Mr. Perry’s work. When the Billy Graham Library opened
in the spring of 2007, Franklin Graham invited Mr. Perry to attend, and when he arrived,
broke away from the group he was with, and made a point of welcoming Mr. Perry to the
event.

21. In February of 2007, Mr. Perry requested and received an advance from Thomas
Nelson in the amount of $12,000. (A true and correct copy of the transmittal letter from
Thomas Nelson enclosing this advance payment is attached hereto as Exhibit C and is
incorporated herein by reference).

22. In the early summer of 2007, Thomas Nelson contacted Mr. Perry to advise that
Franklin Graham was unhappy with his manuscript, and that Thomas Nelson had
unilaterally decided to “take him off of the project.”

23. Shocked by this news, Mr. Perry wrote a letter to Mr. Graham expressing his
surprise and disappointment.

24. Mr. Graham responded expressing concern that Mr. Perry was taking credit for
the book idea that Thomas Nelson had originated and pitched to him. Mr. Perry then sent

a second letter to Mr. Graham pointing out that he (Mr. Perry) had come up with the idea
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for the book and had sold Thomas Nelson on the idea. No response was ever received to
this second letter.

25. Shortly thereafter, Mr. Perry learned from Thomas Nelson that Richard Christian
was the new agent for Franklin Graham, and that it was Mr. Christian — not Franklin
Graham --- who had requested that Mr. Perry be taken off the book project. Mr. Christian
then selected a writer of his choice to use for the project.

26. Thomas Nelson never specifically identified any portion of the manuscript that
was unacceptable. Nor did Thomas Nelson ever provide Mr. Perry with a thirty-day
opportunity, as required in ¢ 12 of the Independent Contractor Agreement, to cure any
such concerns with an identified portion of the work.

27. Despite taking Mr. Perry off the project, Thomas Nelson initially agreed to pay
Mr. Perry the balance of his fee, if he would pay his agent’s 15% fee. Mr. Perry
reluctantly agreed to this condition.

28. The contract was later amended as follows on June 5, 2007, to revise the advance

payable to Mr. Perry:

WHEREAS, Contractor has asked Publishier to revise that section af the

! manuse 1
T fully exc ¢ 1(1)0)
and P oisher s ng the mae ipt s co (i((l];
concet I, to w rcllel Contracior i i :
: , : reecived  Twelve Thousand  Dollars
($12,000.00) of that amount from Publisher on February 6, 2007, without deduction of
lT reg payment of the
o $ rlo 1er's receipt of a

1,

(A true and correct copy of the Amendment to Independent Contractor Agreement

entered into on June 5, 2007, is attached hereto as Exhibit B and is incorporated herein by

reference).
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29. On or about December 18, 2015, HarperCollins acquired ownership of Thomas
Nelson, Inc.

30. On February 9, 2018, Mr. Perry contacted Thomas Nelson and inquired of
Matthew Baugher about selling his royalty participation in the book Through My Father’s
Eyes for an agreed upon lump sum.

31. On February 15, 2018, Mr Baugher responded stating that since Mr. Perry had
been replaced as the writer for the book, he had no claim to his royalty percentage. This
was the first time that anyone with HarperCollins disavowed or rescinded the Plaintiff’s
entitlement to future royalties as specifically memorialized in the contract. (Exhibit A at
5.1).

32. On May 1, 2018, HarperCollins released the book Through My Father’s Eyes.
As of the date of filing of this Complaint, the book is ranked number 32 on the Amazon
Top 100 bookseller’s list. (A true and correct copy of the cover of this book and its
copyright registration page is attached hereto as Exhibit D).

Iv.
CAUSES OF ACTION

COUNT1
Anticipatory Breach of Contract

33, Plaintiff incorporates by reference herein the allegations contained in the
preceding paragraphs, and does further allege as follows.

34. The actions of the Defendant constitute an actionable anticipatory breach of
contract.

35. As a direct and proximate result of the Defendant’s anticipatory breach of

contract, the Plaintiff has suffered damage in an amount equal to the combined loss of
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royalties at the rate of 2 percent from the anticipated sales of the book Through My
Father’s Eyes.

36. The Plaintiff would further allege and aver that due to the recent death of Rev.
Billy Graham on February 21, 2018, the anticipated revenues from the sale of this book

are expected to exceed several million dollars.

COUNT IIL.
Unjust Enrichment

37. Plaintiff incorporates by reference herein the allegations contained in the
preceding paragraphs, and does further allege as follows.

38. The actions of the Defendant, if it is allowed to market and sell the book Through
My Father's Eyes, and to retain the contracted royalties due and payable to the Plaintiff,
would result in an unjust enrichment of the Defendant and a corresponding economic
injury to the Plaintiff.

COUNT IIL
Promissory Fraud

39. Plaintiff incorporates by reference herein the allegations contained in the
preceding paragraphs, and does further allege as follows.

40. The Plaintiff reasonably relied upon the representations made by the Defendant’s
predecessor-in-interest Thomas Nelson, as an incentive and inducement to enter into the
Independent Contractor Agreement.

41. On or about February 15, 2018, the Plaintiff learned for the first time that these
representations by Thomas Nelson were knowingly false and were being repudiated by the

Defendant.
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42. As a consequence of the Plaintiff’s reliance on these false representations, he has

suffered economic injury in an amount yet to be determined.

COUNTIV.
Declaratory Judgment Act
28 U.S.C. § 2201

43, Plaintiff incorporates by reference herein the allegations contained in the
preceding paragraphs, and does further allege as follows.

44. A dispute exists between the parties regarding the rights inuring to the Plaintiff
by virtue of the royalty provision in the Independent Contractor agreement (Exhibit A).

45. A declaratory judgment would serve a useful purpose in clarifying the legal
relations at issue.

WHEREFORE, PLAINTIFF REQUESTS THE FOLLOWING RELIEF:

1. That he be allowed to file this Complaint, and that process issue to the
Defendant, HarperCollins Christian Publishing, Inc., requiring it to respond within the
time required under the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure;

2. That at the trial of this case, the Plaintiff have and receive judgment against the
Defendant in the amount of $3,000.000.00, or such amount to be determined by the jury;

3. That the Court issue a declaratory judgment finding that the Plaintiff’s legal and
equitable rights to receive the royalties that were stipulated to by the parties are protected,;

4. That the Plaintiff be awarded such further and general relief as to which he may

be entitled, including the costs of this cause and reasonable attorney’s fees.
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and assigns to Publisher all copyright and other rights to the results of the Services and all
materials contained therein or prepared therefor and the results and proceeds thereof, which
Contractor may possess or retain, or come to possess in the future, by operation of any law,
including those rights arising under copyright, patent, or trademark acts, statutes, and/or common
law. Publisher shall have the sole and exclusive right throughout the universe in all languages
and in perpetuity to use and exploit all or any part of the results of the Services and all or any
part of any material contained therein or prepared therefor, whether or not used therein, in any
format or version, by any means and in any media, whether now known or hereafter developed,
including, without limitation, electronic publication and/or republication, Without limiting the
foregoing, Contractor hereby waives any and all claims that Contractor may now or hereafter
have in any jurisdiction to so-called “moral” rights or rights of “droit moral” with respect to the
results and proceeds of Contractor’s work and services hereunder. Contractor shall execute such
further instruments as Publisher may request to evidence, establish, maintain or protect its rights
in and ownership of the results of the Services. Contractor's grant of such rights shall extend for
the entire period that any copyright, patent, and/or trademark pertaining to the results of the
Services shall be effective, including any applicable renewal or extension period of such rights.

5. Compensation. For the satisfactory completion of all Services to be performed by
Contractor under this Agreement, Publisher shall pay a total of One Hundred Thousand Dollars
($100,000.00). Payment will be made as follows:

Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) paid within ten (10) days of Publisher’s receipt of
a signed Letter of Intent from Writer; and

Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) within thirty (30) days of receipt of a fully signed
Manuscript Verification Form acknowledging that the manuscript is in acceptable form by
Author and Publisher.

5.1 In addition to the above compensation, Publisher agrees to pay to Contractor a two
percent (2%) royalty based on Publisher’s net sales of the Work sold in any market or in any
format including all possible variations mentioned in the contract Publisher has with Author.

5.2 Publisher will reimburse Writer for travel related to the preparation of a fully
acceptable manuscript. Such travel must be pre-approved or arranged by Publisher.
Reimbursement shall be made within thirty (30) days of Publisher’s receipt of approved invoices.
Invoices not to be submitted more frequently than once a month.

6. Statements: Payments and Examination of Records. Publisher agrees to render to
Contractor on or about forty-five (45) days after the royalty periods ending: March 31, June 30,
September 30, December 31 of each year statements of the account and to pay to Contractor any
sums due as reflected on said statements. If Publisher elects to change its accounting periods, the
statements and payments due Contractor shall be rendered within forty-five (45) days following
the end of such new accounting periods. Publisher shall have the right to allow for a reasonable
reserve against return and nonpayment of invoices for copies billed by Publisher. Ifin any
quarterly accounting period the total payment due is less than $10.00, Publisher may defer the
rendering of such statement and payment until such time as the sum of $10.00 or more shall be
due. All royalty statements and other accounts rendered by Publisher shall be binding upon
Contractor and not subject to any objection for any reason unless such objection is made in
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writing, stating the basis thereof and delivered to Publisher within two (2) years from the date of
such statement or account.

Contractor, upon giving Publisher thirty (30) days prior written notice, shall have the
right to examine or cause to be examined through certified public accountants the books of
account of Publisher insofar as such books of account shall relate to the sales of the Work. Such
examination shall take place at Publisher regular place of business and during Publisher’s regular
working hours. Such audit shall not be conducted more frequently than once during each
calendar year and no audit for any accounting period may be conducted more than once. All
costs of any audit conducted by Contractor shall be borne solely by Contractor, unless it is found
that there is more than a (10%) discrepancy in favor of author at which point
Publisher will bear the full cost of the audit.

7. . Contractor shall indemnify and hold Publisher harmless against any
damage or judgment, including court costs and attorneys’ fees, which may be sustained or
recovered against Publisher resulting from any breach or violation by Contractor of any
warranties contained herein, and shall provide evidence of E&O insurance reasonably required
by Publisher. Contractor shall also reimburse Publisher for all expenses including, without
limitation, court costs, attorneys’ fees and amounts paid in settlement sustained by Publisher in
resisting any claim, demand, suit, action or proceeding asserted or instituted against Publisher
arising out of Contractor‘s breach or violation of any warranties contained herein. Publisher
shall have the right, upon the assertion of any claim or demand or the commencement of any
action or proceeding the basis of which, if sustained, would constitute a breach of Contractor’s
representations and warranties contained herein, to withhold any payments or other earnings to
Contractor hereunder in an amount reasonably necessary in Publisher’s good faith judgment to
pay the cost of - any liability arising therefrom. Such moneys
will be applied in satisfaction of Contractor’s indemnity hereunder and the excess, if any, will be
remitted to Contractor after Publisher has been fully indemnified. The warranties contained in
this Agreement shall survive its termination and extend to licensees, distributors, printers and
assigns. Contractor undertakes for himself and his heirs and assigns to execute at any time on
the request of Publisher any document or documents to confirm or continue any of the rights
defined herein.

8. . Publisher may, at its option, use
Contractor’s photograph or likeness in connection with the Work or in the promotion and
advertising of the Work.

9. . Publisher agrees to present to Contractor one hundred (100)
free copies and Contractor’s Agent fifty (50) free copies of the Work upon publication and to
permit Contractor, pending credit approval, to purchase additional copies for his own personal
use at sixty-five percent (65%) off Publisher’s suggested retail price.

10. . This Agreement may not be assigned or otherwise transferred by
Contractor in whole or in part without the prior written consent of Publisher.

11. tor. Contractor is not Publisher’s employee, agent, or
representative and has no authority to bind or commit Publisher to any agreements or other
obligations. Contractor acknowledges that he is being engaged as an independent contractor and
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JiJN-QO—QUO? WED 03:28 PM GENERAL TRADE BOOKS GRP FAX NO. 6159022340 P. 02/03

AMENDMENT TO INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR AGREEMENT
DATED NOVEMBER 3, 2006

THIS AMENDMENT (“Amendment™), is made and entered into as ol the fifth
day of June, 2007, by and belween Johp Peory (hercinalter called “Contraetor”) and
Thomas Nelson, Inc., a Tennessce corporation, having its principal place of business al
501 Nolson Place, Nashville, Tennessee 37214 (hereinaller referred (o as “*Publisher™).

RECITALS

WHEREAS, Franklin Graham (hercinalier “Author™ and Nelson Books, a
division of Thomas Nelson, Ine,, entered into a Publishing Agreement dated September
20, 2006 for the lileracy work titled 7HIROUGH MY FATHER'S EYLES by Billy
Graham (hereinafter the *Work™).

WHIREAS, Publisher with the mulual consent of Author cntered inlo an
Independent Contractor Agreement to hits the services of Contractor as @ writer lor the
Work,

WHEREAS, Contractor has asked Publisher to revise that section of the
Agreement regarding manuseript payment ol Fifly Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00)
following receipt ol a fully exceuted Manvseript Verification Form signed by the Author
and Publisher stating the manuscript is complete and {ully acceptable to all partics
concemed, to now roflect that Contraclor received Twelve ‘Thousand  Dollars
($12,000.00) of that amount front Publisher on February 6, 2007, without deduction of
Apenl’s fifteen perceul (15%).  Tuasther, Contractor has requested payment of the
remaining Thirty [iight Thousand Dollars ($38,000.00) prior lo Publisher's receipt of a
fully oxecuted Manuseript Verification Form,

NOW, THEREFQRE, for and in consideration of the promiscs, terms, covenants
andd conditions set fodh hercin and in the Agreement, and for other good and valusble
consideration, tho receipt and sulliciency of which is hereby acknowledged, Publisher
agrees to add the following paragraph 5.3 under Paragraph 5 titled Compensation to said
I'ublishing Agreement:

5,3 Publishor agrees Lo puy Contractar the final manuseript payment of Thirty
Jiight Thousand Dollars ($38,000.00) without a [ully executed Manuscript Verification
Vorm signed by Aulhor and Publisher stating the manuscript is complete and fully
aee uptuhlc 10 afl parties concerned, Such payment shall be divided as follows: Contractor
shall reecive Thirty Thousand Five Hundred Dollars (830,500.00) and Agent whall
reccive Sevien Thousand Five Tundred Dollars ($7,500.00).

By their signatures below, the parties have mutually agreed to the {erms and
conditions of 1his Amendinent,
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All other terms of the original Publishing Agreement not revised herein shall
emain unchanged and in full force and effect.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the partics havo duly exccuted this A .ml‘ .
the day and year first above written. Y 15 Ageeement as of
PUBLISHER;

THOMAS NELSON, INC.,

I ny
(Witness 1o Publisher’s Signaturc) Yool Miller
Vice President & Publisher

CONTRACTOR:
(Withlss m(.ontmctow-‘hgﬁ*hr») Jol 4::1;3;%% -
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Through My Father's Eyes

Franklin Graham
with

Donna Lee Toney

w

W m s NG Gipeop

Am lurawi va Tironas Kreess
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 636(c), Fed.R.Civ.P. 73, and Local Rule 73.01, this Court has
designated the Magistrate Judge of this District to conduct trials and otherwise dispose of any
civil case that is filed in this Court. After an order of transfer is entered in a case, the Magistrate
Judge may conduct any and all proceedings in the case, including the conduct of a jury or

e
e
motions.

If all parties agree to the assignment of the case to the Magistrate Judge, an appeal, if any,
shall be taken directly to the U. S. Court of Appeals as provided in 28 U.S.C. § 636(c)(3) and
Rule 73(c). Further review may be taken to the U. S. Supreme Court by writ of certiorari.

If all parties do not consent to a transfer of a rate ,no  sent
form will be filed with the Clerk and no party wi C any the tion
of any party on the issue of consent.

The consent form is attached and a fillable form is available on the court's website at

under the forms section. When filing the Notice of Consent, in the
CM/ECEF filing system, use the event listed under Notices,
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

for the

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE

John Perry

Plaintiff,
' Case No.: 3:18—cv-00416
HarperCollins Christian Publishing, Inc.

Defendant,

NOTICE, CONSENT, AND REFERENCE OF A CIVIL ACTION TO A MAGISTRATE JUDGE

You may consent to have your case referred to a magistrate judge, or you may withhold your consent without
adverse substantive consequences. The name of any party withholding consent will not be revealed to any judge
who may otherwise be involved with your case.

Consent to a magistrate judge's authority. The following parties consent to have a United States magistrate
judge conduct all proceedings in this case including trial, the entry of final judgment, and all post—trial proceedings.

Parties’' printed names Signatures of parties or attorneys Dates

Reference Order

IT IS ORDERED: This case is referred to a United States magistrate judge to conduct all proceedings and
order the entry of a final judgment in accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 636(c) and Fed. R. Civ. P. 73.

Date:
District Judge's signature

Printed name and title

When filing the N Consent, in the CM/ECF filing system, use the event listed
Notices, .
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United States District Court
Middle District of Tennessee
Office of the Clerk
800 United States Courthouse
Nashville, Tennessee 37203
(615) 736-5498

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.02 of the United States District
Court for the Middle District of Tennessee, any non—
govern ental corporate arty shall file a Corporate
Disclosure Statement identifying all its parent
corporations and listing any publicly held company that
owns ten percent (10%) or more of the party's stock.

A party shall file the Corporate Disclosure Statement as
a separate document with its initial pleading, or other
initial Court filing, and shall supplement the Corporate
Disclosure Statement within a reasonable time of any
change in the information.
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE

John Perry
Plaintiff Case No.: 3:18—cv-00416
\
Judge Aleta A. Trauger

HarperCollins Christian Publishing, Inc.
Defendant

Pursuant to Local Rule 16.01, notice is hereby given that the initial case management
conference before Judge Trauger is scheduled in the chambers of Judge Trauger, 801 Broadway,

Room 825, Nashville, TN, at 03:00 PM on 7/5/2018.

the plaintiff should notify the courtroom deputy
for Judge Trauger if any of the defendants has not been served prior to the scheduled conference
date.

P t to Loc 16. ), counsel for hall, at the init e of plaintiff's
counsel, prior to ial management as required by R. Civ. P. 26(f)
to discuss the issues enumerated in Local Rule 16.01(d)(1)(c) and (2). Pursuant to Local Rule
16.01(d)(1)b.2, counsel for all parties shall, at the initiative of plaintiff's counsel, prepare and file a

case order
The attached standard provisions are to be included in Judge
Trauger's case management orders. Counsel should consult the court's website

( ) under "Judges" for Judge Trauger's sample initial case management order
Purs Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(d), discovery is st un ial m nt
conference. exempted by Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(a)(1 all su to ired

initial disclosure requirements of Rule 26(a)(1).

PURSUANT TO LOCAL RULE 16.01(d)(1)a.1(b), COUNSEL FOR THE PARTY
FILING THIS LAWSUIT MUST SERVE A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THE OTHER
PARTIES TO THIS LAWSUIT, ALONG WITH THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT OR
WITH THE REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF SERVICE UNDER FED. R. CIV. P. 4(d), OR
WITH THE SERVICE COPY OF THE NOTICE OF REMOVAL.

CLERK'S OFFICE
Middle District of Tennessee
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STANDARD PROVISIONS TO BE

INCLUDED IN JUDGE TRAUGER'S

CASE MANAGEMENT ORDERS

. The court has jurisdiction of this case pursuant to

Jurisdiction is

(disputed or not disputed)

Pursuant to
ays after the

deadline as the court approves].

. Discovery. Discovery is not stayed during di

Local Rule 33.01(b) is expanded to allow 40
concerning discovery are to be filed until aft
unable to resolve their differences, have sche
call with Judge Trauger.

ed
of
th

judgment motion in terms of the overall econ

and the court.

(cite statues(s))

, all parties must make their
t conference [or such other

otions, un by the court.
ries, inclu rts. No motions
ed in d faith
acon ncetel ne
summary
such a motion
for ial s
and the ounsel

THESE PROVISIONS MUST BE INCLUDED IN ALL CASE MANAGEMENT
ORDERS. THEIR LOCATION WITHIN THE ORDER ARE WITHIN THE
DISCRETION OF THE LAWYER WHO PREPARES THE ORDER.
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