
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wednesday May 1, 2013  5:30 p.m. 
 

 
213 S. Marquette St. Ironwood, MI 49938 

Memorial Building, Conference Room #1, 2nd Floor 
 

Planning Commission Meeting Agenda 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Recording of the Roll 
 
3. Approval of the April 3, 2013 Meeting Minutes 
 
4. Approval of the Agenda 
 
5. Citizens wishing to address the Commission regarding Items on the Agenda (Three-minute limit) 
 
6. Citizens wishing to address the Commission regarding items not on the Agenda (Three-minute limit) 
 
7. Items for Discussion and Consideration 
 

a. Public Hearing and Consideration of PC Case 2013-001 Dalbeck Rezoning 
i. Open Public Hearing  
ii. Staff Report 
iii. Applicant Testimony 
iv. Public Comment 
v. Close Public Hearing 
vi. Discuss and Consider Action 

 
b. Public Hearing and Consideration of PC Case 2013-002 Xcel Energy Rezoning 

i. Open Public Hearing  
ii. Staff Report 
iii. Applicant Testimony 
iv. Public Comment 
v. Close Public Hearing 
vi. Discuss and Consider Action 
 

c. Outdoor Storage Zoning Amendment 
 
8. Project Updates 
 
9. Other Business  
 
10. Next Meeting: June 5, 2013 
 
11. Adjournment 
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Proceedings of the Ironwood Planning Commission 

Wednesday April 3, 2013 
 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission was held on Wednesday, April 3, 2013 in the Conference Room 
#1, Second Floor of the Municipal Memorial Building in the City of Ironwood, Michigan. 

1. Call to Order: 
 
Director Brown called the meeting to Order at 5:30 p.m. 

 
2. Recording of the Roll: 

 
 

MEMBER PRESENT 
YES                NO EXCUSED NOT 

EXCUSED 
Bergman, Thomas  X X  
Burchell, Bob  X  X 
Cayer, Joseph Sr. X    
Davey, Sam  X    
Geib, Courtland X    
Lemke, Joseph X    
Johnson, Leroy X    
Semo, Rick, ex-officio, non 
voting member 

 X  X 

 
Also present: Community Development Director Michael J.D. Brown.   

 
3. Approval of Minutes:   

 
Motion by Davey to accept the meeting minutes of March 3, 2012 with a correction to #10, from Straus 
to Traska.  Second by Cayer.  Motion Carried 5 to 0 
 

4. Approval of the Agenda: 
 

Motion by Davey to accept the Agenda.  Second by Johnston.  Motion Carried 7 - 0.  
  

5. Citizens wishing to address the Commission regarding Items on the Agenda (three-minute limit): 
 
None 
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6. Citizens wishing to address the Commission regarding Items not on the Agenda (three-minute limit): 
 

None 
 

7. Items for Discussion and Consideration:  Director Brown revisited the 2013 Goals.  
 

a. Review 2013 Goals that this Committee discussed last month: 
 
The attached items were stickered and the priorities came out as follows: 
 

1. Comprehensive Plan – 7 votes 
2. US2 Corridor Improvement Plan – 6 votes 
3. Investigate MI Place Making Initiative – 4 votes 
4. More interaction between other committees – 3 votes 
5. Training for Commission – 1 votes 
6. Review Zoning Board of Appeals Process – None 

 
Motion by Cayer to accept the 2013 Goals as listed. Second by Johnson; Motion Carried 5-
0. 
 

b. Outdoor Storage:  Director Brown reviewed this project which was broached last month with 
the committee.  Screening of outdoor storage must be done; whether fencing or berms.   
Johnston asked if they needed a site plan, which Director Brown acknowledged.  They must 
submit a site plan, specifying what the business is going to store, how they will mitigate the 
views.  The items being stored outside must be ancillary to the main business.  These are 
permitted but must go through the conditional use approval.  Director Brown would work with 
the City of Ironwood Attorney and work on the wording; then go to public hearing, then on to 
the City Commission.  Screening, fencing, berms, and distance from property lines, and 
depending on what the material is, must be covered.  Cayer stated to have Director Brown 
revise this Ordinance and bring it back to the Commission.   If the business needs this further, 
the Commission can hold a special meeting. 
 

c. Zoning Ordinance Amendments: Director Brown commented that a rezoning request came in 
and you’ll be seeing this at May’s meeting.  The Zoning Ordinance lacks sections on some 
requirements.  Director Brown will bring back some items for consideration by the Committee 
and will work with the City of Ironwood Attorney on the structure.  
 

8. Project Updates: 
 

a. Director Brown submitted his budget for the Comprehensive Plan in the amount of $75,000.  
Talks will begin soon with the City of Ironwood Commission.  This program ranked very high.  
Davey stated that this planning may have to be split over two years.  Next November is an 
election and if there would be all new members, they could only fund one year, and the second 
year could be out.   

   
9. Other Business:    

 
a. Davey stated that the DNR approved the grant for non-motorized vehicles.   
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10. Next Meeting:  
 
May 1, 2013, 5:30 p.m.  
 

11. Adjournment:    
 

Motion by Davey to adjourn the meeting.   Second by Geib.  Motion Carried 5 - 0.  
 
Adjournment at 6:05 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted 
 

 
             
      Thomas Bergman, Chairman 
 
 
             
      Kim M. Coon, Community Development Assistant 

 
 



 
MEMO 
  
To:  Chair Bergman and Planning Commission Members 
 
From:  Michael J. D. Brown, Community Development Director 
 
Date:   April 24, 2013      Meeting Date:  May 1, 2013 
 
Re:  2013-001 Dalbeck Rezoning Request 
 
 
Request 
 
Before the Commission is a rezoning request from George Dalbeck to rezone his property from R-1 Single 
Family Residential District to R-3 Rural Residential District for the purpose of erecting a shop/barn to work on 
his logging equipment/trucks and to house a few horses.  The surrounding properties are zoned R-1 and are 
residential uses or wooded/open space land.  There is no other R-3 zoning in this area of town; the 
south/south eastern portion of town is zoned R-3. 
 
Comprehensive Plan 
 
The Comprehensive Plan amendment of 2000 identifies this area as Medium Density Residential which is 
intended for single and two family residential uses as the primary uses which aligns with the City’s R-1 and R-
2 zoning districts.  The proposed R-3 zoning aligns more with the Low Density Residential area discussed in 
the Comprehensive Plan which is proposed for the south/south eastern portion of the City. 
 
Analysis & Background 
 
As background to this request Mr. Dalbeck met with City staff on November 30, 2012 to discuss his desire to 
erect a structure that exceeded the maximum size for accessory structures for the R-1 zoning.  Staff 
recommended he apply for a variance.  On March 18, 2013 Mr. Dalbeck met with City staff again and decided 
to request a rezoning of his property from R-1 to R-3 in order to allow for the larger accessory structure and 
to add some horses to his property. 
 
During the review of his rezoning request staff identified a couple of issues with his request.  If the property 
was rezoned to R-3 Section 34-95(5) of the Zoning Ordinance requires the minimum residential front lot line 
shall be 330 feet in length; based on his current ownership of land he does not meet this requirement.  
Another issue that arose was the definition of an accessory building.  Per the Zoning Ordinance an Accessory 
Building means a subordinate building or structure on the same lot with the main building, or a portion of 
the main building, occupied or devoted exclusively to an accessory use.  The property owned by Mr. 
Dalbeck doesn’t have a main building on it.  Staff discussed these issues with Mr. Dalbeck on April 2, 2013.  
Mr. Dalbeck indicated his fiancé owns two adjacent properties north of his property adjacent Bonnie Road.  
Staff indicated that if Mr. Dalbeck’s name was placed on the deed of those additional properties these two 
issues would be eliminated and he would be able to erect his accessory building if granted the R-3 zoning.  
On April 3, 2013 Mr. Dalbeck emailed staff and indicated he will have his name added to the deeds for the 
additional properties.  Once all properties are in Mr. Dalbeck’s name they act as one lot and therefore will 
comply with the R-3 zoning regulations in order to access the rezoned property from Bonnie Road.  Mr. 
Dalbeck’s current plan (attached) shows access from Iron King Road which would not comply with the 330 
foot frontage requirement. 
 



The Planning Commission should discuss whether the rezoning is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  
Two possible motions have been provided below. 
 
Suggested Recommendations 
 
Option 1 is for Approval: 
 
To recommend to the City Commission approval of PC Case 2013-001 to Rezone Mr. Dalbeck’s 
property, identified as Parcel’s 52-24-101-010 and 52-24-176-040 from R-1 to R-3. 
 
Option 2 is for Denial: 
 
To recommend to the City Commission denial of PC Case 2013-001 to Rezone Mr. Dalbeck’s 
property, identified as Parcel’s 52-24-101-010 and 52-24-176-040 from R-1 to R-3. 
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MEMO 
  
To:  Chair Bergman and Planning Commission Members 
 
From:  Michael J. D. Brown, Community Development Director 
 
Date:   April 24, 2013      Meeting Date:  May 1, 2013 
 
Re:  2013-002 Xcel Energy Site Plan and Rezoning Request 
 
 
Request 
 
Before the Commission is a site plan review request from Xcel Energy located at 900 E. Ayer Street, which is 
owned by the City of Ironwood, which Excel intends to purchase from the City, in order to expand its existing 
substation that is on site.  In addition, Xcel is purchasing the western 45 feet of the property (Parcel #52-23-
276-005) just east of 900 E. Ayer Street to expand its substation footprint.  900 E. Ayer Street is currently 
zoned Industrial; however, Parcel #52-23-276-005 is zoned residential and will be required to be rezoned to 
Industrial. 
                   
Comprehensive Plan 
 
The Comprehensive Plan amendment of 2000 identifies this area as Industrial and recommends further 
expansion of the Industrial District to the east which would include Parcel #52-23-276-005.  Therefore, the 
rezoning request is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Analysis & Background 
 
There will be minimal disturbance to the site as part of the expansion project.  The substation building itself 
will be expanded five (5) feet both to the west and east and ten (10) feet to the south.  The existing 
poles/structures will be moved slightly to match up with the expanded substation building.  There is already 
an adequate screening of the facility through existing landscaping and a new fence is proposed for safety. 
 
I have reviewed the plan against the ordinance requirements and those requirements that are applicable to 
the project have been met. 
 
Xcel is reminded that all other necessary local, state and federal permits that may be applicable shall be 
obtained prior to the start of the project.   
 
Suggested Recommendations 
 
Due to a transcription error by the newspaper, the proper public hearing notice didn’t include the site plan 
portion.  Therefore, staff recommends tabling the rezoning request until June 5, 2013 at which time the site 
plan public hearing can be held and then the Commission can take action on both the site plan and the 
rezoning request simultaneously.  Staff has discussed this with Xcel and this is acceptable given the 
circumstances. 
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Michael Brown

From: cowpie511@cox.net
Sent: Wednesday, April 17, 2013 10:45 PM
To: Michael Brown
Subject: Site Plan and rezoning request for 900 E Ayer St

  
  
Dear Sir: 
  
I received your letter in the mail concerning the above requested rezoning.  Although I may not be adverse to 
the request, it is difficult to make an informed decision without knowing the nature of the 
application.  Changing from an R-1 to Industrial may not be necessarily a conducive enhancement to a 
residential neighborhood.  With the Industrial complex to the NW of the property, the expansion into the R-1 
area seems intrusive.   
  
I currently have an undeveloped property and have been considering building a small retirement home on the 
property.  I cleaned up the property a couple of years ago and invested approximately $3000 with that 
endeavor. After the demolition of the house that resided on the property to the east of my property, the 
neighborhood became more enhanced and consequently a viable area to build a new home.  I have continued to 
invest in the property by keeping the the grass cut several times during the summer months in keeping with the 
ordinance concerning blight.   
  
With this continued investment, I certainly do not want to have chemical, heavy industrial or disheveled or dirty 
storage move to an adjacency.  Having been born and raised in Ironwood, I have a vested interest in the 
area.  That being said, I can not make a decision without knowing the consequences of this zoning change. I 
certainly do not want to deter business ventures that would help the economic values of the area.  As you 
recently said in a letter to the commission members, with the oncoming mining redevelopment, you may not 
have much control of zoning ordinances without clarification of many of the current ordinances to make them 
clear and concise.   
  
All that I ask is that you make a conscious decision on this rezoning.  Answer the question:  "Would I want this 
rezoned parcel adjacent to my backyard?" 
  
As I do not live in the area currently, and am too far away to attend the upcoming meeting, I would certainly be 
interested in knowing what the actual use for the property would be and further an assurance that the local 
authorities will continue to monitor and enforce whatever restrictions that are placed on an "I" property.  
  
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to address the issue. If you would care to correspond further 
regarding this issue, you can reach me by email or at the attached address. 
  
Respectfully, 
  
Fred Alleva 
11515 N 91st St #203  
Scottsdale, AZ 85260  
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813-957-7296 
  

 

FREE Animations for your email   Click Here!  

  

 

  



 
MEMO 
  
To:  Chair Bergman and Planning Commission Members 
 
From:  Michael J. D. Brown, Community Development Director 
 
Date:   April 24, 2013      Meeting Date:  May 1, 2013   
 
Re:  Outdoor Storage 
 
 
At the March 6, 2013 meeting the Commission discussed the concept of creating a conditional use for outdoor 
storage.  At the April 3, 2013 meeting it discussed the recommended changes below.  In addition the 
Commission wanted to see some standards added to such as screening requirements; these have been 
added.  The Commission should discuss and provide staff direction to move forward.  At that point the City 
Attorney will be asked to review the proposed changes. 
 
Sec. 34-173. - Permitted uses by conditional use permit.  
The following uses may be permitted in the I industrial district under the provisions of article IV of this 
chapter, with plans and specifications submitted for article IX of this chapter in accordance with all 
provisions:  
(1) Log yards (sorting and/or storage); 
(2) Stone cutting and monuments; 
(3) Building supply and equipment stores and yards; 
(4) Storage facilities/units. 
(5) Outdoor Storage, which shall be defined as materials, products or goods stored outdoors on site 
which are associated with and accessory to the principle use.  All outdoor storage shall be screened from 
view from all roads and adjacent properties year round through the use of one or a combination of 
methods to include but not limited to landscaping, berming, and fencing.  The City shall have the 
discretion to require more or less screening as it sees appropriate and shall also control for such factors to 
include but not limited to height of storage, location on site and size of storage area. 
(6) Outdoor Use, which shall be defined as any service/processing areas or any use that is not fully 
enclosed within a building on site which is associated with and accessory to the principle use. All outdoor 
uses shall be screened from view from all roads and adjacent properties year round through the use of 
one or a combination of methods to include but not limited to landscaping, berming, and fencing.  The 
City shall have the discretion to require more or less screening as it sees appropriate and shall also 
control for such factors to include but not limited to location on site and size of area. 
 
 
Sec. 34-175. - Permit, use and site development requirements. 
(2)Use requirements:  
a. Activities in this district shall be carried on in completely enclosed buildings except as permitted as a 
conditional use. Storage may be permitted out-of-doors, provided that when within one hundred (100) 
feet of any other district, all storage shall be in a completely enclosed building or shall be effectively 
screened by a wall, fence or earth berm, which wall, fence or earth berm shall in no case be lower than 
the enclosed storage.  
 
 
                                                                                             
 




