
The‌ ‌Story‌ ‌Of‌ ‌Brentford‌ ‌FC‌ ‌–‌ ‌How‌‌ 
statistics‌ ‌revolutionized‌ ‌a‌ ‌football‌‌ 

success‌ ‌story!‌ ‌ 

74‌ ‌Years‌ ‌of‌ ‌waiting‌ ‌and‌ ‌eventually‌ ‌in‌ ‌came‌ ‌a‌ ‌gambler‌ ‌‘David’‌ ‌beating‌ ‌the‌ ‌‘Goliath’‌ ‌curse‌ ‌of‌ ‌not‌‌ 
reaching‌ ‌the‌ ‌apex–‌ ‌Brentford‌ ‌FC‌ ‌has‌ ‌finally‌ ‌climbed‌ ‌the‌ ‌ladder‌ ‌to‌ ‌succeed‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌top‌ ‌of‌ ‌English‌‌ 
football‌ ‌beating‌ ‌Swansea‌ ‌2-0‌ ‌within‌ ‌the‌ ‌Championship‌ ‌playoffs‌ ‌final‌ ‌on‌ ‌29th‌ ‌May,‌ ‌2021.‌ ‌By‌‌ 
virtue‌ ‌of‌ ‌this,‌ ‌they‌ ‌also‌ ‌become‌ ‌the‌ ‌50th‌ ‌club‌ ‌to‌ ‌succeed‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌ever‌ ‌buzzing‌ ‌theater‌ ‌named‌‌ 
“English‌ ‌Premier‌ ‌League”.‌ ‌But‌ ‌what’s‌ ‌so‌ ‌special‌ ‌about‌ ‌them?‌ ‌per‌ ‌annum‌ ‌some‌ ‌club‌ ‌or‌ ‌the‌‌ 
opposite‌ ‌manages‌ ‌to‌ ‌sneak‌ ‌up‌ ‌into‌ ‌PL‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌below‌ ‌strata,‌ ‌earning‌ ‌large‌ ‌profits…‌ ‌so‌ ‌what’s‌‌ 
unique‌ ‌within‌ ‌the‌ ‌success‌ ‌story‌ ‌of‌ ‌Brentford‌ ‌‘bees’?‌ ‌ 

‌ 
The‌ ‌success‌ ‌story‌ ‌of‌ ‌Brentford‌ ‌shapes‌ ‌a‌ ‌singular‌ ‌possibility‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌longer‌ ‌term‌ ‌of‌ ‌football.‌ ‌In‌ ‌an‌‌ 
effort‌ ‌to‌ ‌show‌ ‌the‌ ‌‘picturesque‌ ‌game’‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌‘Number‌ ‌game’,‌ ‌Brentford‌ ‌decided‌ ‌to‌ ‌outwit‌ ‌the‌‌ 
oppositions‌ ‌instead‌ ‌of‌ ‌outspend‌ ‌them‌ ‌within‌ ‌the‌ ‌transfer‌ ‌market,‌ ‌(and‌ ‌finally‌ ‌comes‌ ‌the‌ ‌term‌ ‌you‌‌ 
were‌ ‌expecting‌ ‌since‌ ‌the‌ ‌beginning)‌ ‌opting‌ ‌to‌ ‌successfully‌ ‌launch‌ ‌the‌ ‌system‌ ‌of‌ ‌“MONEYBALL”.‌‌ 
Yes,‌ ‌remember‌ ‌the‌ ‌2011‌ ‌film‌ ‌by‌ ‌Bennett‌ ‌Miller,‌ ‌the‌ ‌term‌ ‌originated‌ ‌in‌ ‌its‌ ‌baseball‌ ‌roots‌ ‌as‌‌ 
Moneyball‌ ‌suggests‌ ‌how‌ ‌data‌ ‌driven‌ ‌analysis‌ ‌can‌ ‌see‌ ‌what‌ ‌a‌ ‌unadorned‌ ‌eye‌ ‌won't‌ ‌think‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌‌ 
beautiful.‌ ‌The‌ ‌implications‌ ‌of‌ ‌it‌ ‌were‌ ‌vast‌ ‌within‌ ‌the‌ ‌American‌ ‌sport,‌ ‌and‌ ‌moneyball‌ ‌has‌ ‌just‌‌ 
found‌ ‌its‌ ‌way‌ ‌into‌ ‌the‌ ‌footballing‌ ‌world!‌ ‌It‌ ‌isn’t‌ ‌the‌ ‌primary‌ ‌time‌ ‌though;‌ ‌clubs‌ ‌like‌ ‌Leicester‌ ‌City‌‌ 
to‌ ‌giants‌ ‌like‌ ‌Liverpool‌ ‌FC‌ ‌have‌ ‌all‌ ‌found‌ ‌the‌ ‌advantages‌ ‌of‌ ‌real‌ ‌world‌ ‌implications‌ ‌of‌ ‌Moneyball‌‌ 
in‌ ‌football.‌ ‌But‌ ‌there’s‌ ‌another‌ ‌twist‌ ‌within‌ ‌the‌ ‌dramatic‌ ‌tale‌ ‌of‌ ‌Brentford,‌ ‌which‌ ‌makes‌ ‌the‌‌ 



highlight‌ ‌of‌ ‌their‌ ‌success—the‌ ‌story‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌“David”‌ ‌to‌ ‌defeated‌ ‌Goliath,‌ ‌the‌ ‌owner‌ ‌of‌ ‌Brentford‌‌ 
and‌ ‌a‌ ‌boyhood‌ ‌fan,‌ ‌Matthew‌ ‌Benham.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

So‌ ‌let’s‌ ‌get‌ ‌into‌ ‌an‌ ‌in‌ ‌depth‌ ‌discussion‌ ‌on‌ ‌why‌ ‌Brentford‌ ‌has‌ ‌clothed‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌an‌ ‌inspiring‌ ‌club‌‌ 
model‌ ‌regardless‌ ‌of‌ ‌financial‌ ‌status,‌ ‌and‌ ‌on‌ ‌why‌ ‌data‌ ‌driven‌ ‌philosophy‌ ‌led‌ ‌the‌ ‌west‌ ‌London‌‌ 
club‌ ‌to‌ ‌punch‌ ‌overflow‌ ‌its‌ ‌limit.‌ ‌A‌ ‌club‌ ‌playing‌ ‌within‌ ‌the‌ ‌4th‌ ‌tier‌ ‌of‌ ‌English‌ ‌football‌ ‌is‌ ‌now‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌‌ 
centre‌ ‌stage‌ ‌of‌ ‌events‌ ‌which‌ ‌too‌ ‌within‌ ‌a‌ ‌span‌ ‌of‌ ‌mere‌ ‌12‌ ‌years.‌ ‌And‌ ‌here's‌ ‌how‌ ‌the‌ ‌bees‌ ‌did‌‌ 
it—‌ ‌ 
‌ 
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‌ 

Brentford‌ ‌were‌ ‌playing‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌sides‌ ‌of‌ ‌League‌ ‌One,‌ ‌even‌ ‌getting‌ ‌relegated‌ ‌from‌ ‌League‌ ‌One‌‌ 
within‌ ‌the‌ ‌2006-07‌ ‌season.‌ ‌it‌ ‌had‌ ‌been‌ ‌going‌ ‌pretty‌ ‌menacing‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌club‌ ‌until‌ ‌2012,‌ ‌when‌ ‌a‌ 
man‌ ‌called‌ ‌Matthew‌ ‌Benham‌ ‌stepped‌ ‌into‌ ‌the‌ ‌party.‌ ‌all‌ ‌of‌ ‌them‌ ‌up‌ ‌hills‌ ‌from‌ ‌that‌ ‌time‌ ‌,‌ ‌and‌‌ 
therefore‌ ‌the‌ ‌graph‌ ‌kept‌ ‌on‌ ‌recuperating‌ ‌.‌ ‌They‌ ‌finally‌ ‌managed‌ ‌to‌ ‌sneak‌ ‌up‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌‌ 
Championship‌ ‌in‌ ‌2014-15‌ ‌season‌ ‌(being‌ ‌second‌ ‌united‌ ‌One‌ ‌and‌ ‌Clayton‌ ‌Donaldson‌ ‌scoring‌ ‌17‌‌ 
times),‌ ‌having‌ ‌the‌ ‌tightest‌ ‌purse‌ ‌among‌ ‌all‌ ‌other‌ ‌teams‌ ‌competing.‌ ‌At‌ ‌that‌ ‌time‌ ‌of‌ ‌your‌ ‌time‌ ‌,‌‌ 
they‌ ‌were‌ ‌the‌ ‌foremost‌ ‌back‌ ‌team‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌relegated‌ ‌as‌ ‌football‌ ‌may‌ ‌be‌ ‌a‌ ‌game‌ ‌seen‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌‌ 
dominated‌ ‌by‌ ‌those‌ ‌who‌ ‌own‌ ‌transfer‌ ‌market.‌ ‌But,‌ ‌Benham‌ ‌and‌ ‌his‌ ‌company‌ ‌had‌ ‌other‌ ‌plans,‌‌ 
and‌ ‌realized‌ ‌it‌ ‌had‌ ‌been‌ ‌the‌ ‌right‌ ‌time‌ ‌to‌ ‌tug‌ ‌out‌ ‌their‌ ‌trump‌ ‌card-‌ ‌“the‌ ‌xG‌ ‌parameter”.‌ ‌xG‌ ‌or‌ ‌the‌‌ 
‘Expected‌ ‌Goals’‌ ‌is‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌likelihood‌ ‌that‌ ‌an‌ ‌attempt‌ ‌will‌ ‌cause‌ ‌a‌ ‌goal‌ ‌hooked‌ ‌in‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌‌ 
attributes‌ ‌of‌ ‌that‌ ‌shot‌ ‌and‌ ‌therefore‌ ‌the‌ ‌occasions‌ ‌paving‌ ‌the‌ ‌thanks‌ ‌to‌ ‌it.‌ ‌Each‌ ‌shot‌ ‌is‌‌ 
contrasted‌ ‌with‌ ‌an‌ ‌enormous‌ ‌number‌ ‌of‌ ‌shots‌ ‌with‌ ‌comparative‌ ‌qualities‌ ‌to‌ ‌make‌ ‌a‌ ‌decision‌ ‌the‌‌ 
likelihood‌ ‌that‌ ‌this‌ ‌shot‌ ‌will‌ ‌cause‌ ‌a‌ ‌goal.‌ ‌As‌ ‌mentioned‌ ‌before,‌ ‌Benham‌ ‌isn't‌ ‌only‌ ‌a‌‌ 
documented‌ ‌gambler,‌ ‌but‌ ‌also‌ ‌an‌ ‌Oxford‌ ‌graduate.‌ ‌Now‌ ‌when‌ ‌a‌ ‌computerized‌ ‌memory‌ ‌like‌‌ 
Benham’s‌ ‌finds‌ ‌its‌ ‌application‌ ‌in‌ ‌gambling‌ ‌and‌ ‌even‌ ‌winning‌ ‌gambles‌ ‌effectively,‌ ‌it's‌ ‌expected‌‌ 
that‌ ‌“DATA”‌ ‌will‌ ‌find‌ ‌the‌ ‌right‌ ‌way‌ ‌of‌ ‌usage.‌ ‌Brentford‌ ‌succeeded‌ ‌in‌ ‌realizing‌ ‌what‌ ‌data‌ ‌driven‌‌ 
analysis‌ ‌can‌ ‌provide‌ ‌and‌ ‌what‌ ‌the‌ ‌eye‌ ‌beautiful‌ ‌football‌ ‌can‌ ‌dwell‌ ‌impacts.‌ ‌Their‌ ‌spearheading‌‌ 
utilization‌ ‌of‌ ‌xG‌ ‌data‌ ‌has‌ ‌driven‌ ‌the‌ ‌small‌ ‌West‌ ‌London‌ ‌club‌ ‌extremely‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌brink‌ ‌of‌ ‌Premier‌‌ 
League‌ ‌advancement‌ ‌without‌ ‌precedent‌ ‌for‌ ‌his‌ ‌or‌ ‌her‌ ‌set‌ ‌of‌ ‌experiences.‌ ‌the‌ ‌facility‌ ‌of‌ ‌xG‌‌ 
utilization‌ ‌is‌ ‌visible‌ ‌within‌ ‌the‌ ‌development‌ ‌of‌ ‌Ivan‌ ‌Toney,‌ ‌a‌ ‌striker‌ ‌who‌ ‌was‌ ‌too‌ ‌good‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌‌ 
united‌ ‌One.‌ ‌Brentford‌ ‌took‌ ‌the‌ ‌chance‌ ‌and‌ ‌utilized‌ ‌him‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌fullest.‌ ‌that‌ ‌they‌ ‌had‌ ‌60‌ ‌shots‌ ‌on‌‌ 
track‌ ‌from‌ ‌an‌ ‌aggregate‌ ‌of‌ ‌117‌ ‌shots‌ ‌and‌ ‌scored‌ ‌33‌ ‌goals‌ ‌(with‌ ‌a‌ ‌stat‌ ‌of‌ ‌28.51‌ ‌xG).‌ ‌Ivan‌ ‌Toney‌‌ 
received‌ ‌the‌ ‌midpoint‌ ‌of‌ ‌19‌ ‌passes‌ ‌per‌ ‌match‌ ‌with‌ ‌a‌ ‌successful‌ ‌pass‌ ‌rate‌ ‌of‌ ‌65%,‌ ‌and‌ ‌had‌ ‌10‌‌ 
assists‌ ‌within‌ ‌the‌ ‌season.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

·‌ ‌to‌ ‌find‌ ‌out‌ ‌about‌ ‌how‌ ‌Brentford‌ ‌out‌ ‌thinks‌ ‌their‌ ‌opposition‌ ‌within‌ ‌the‌ ‌transfer‌ ‌market,‌ ‌a‌‌ 
prominent‌ ‌example‌ ‌are‌ ‌often‌ ‌drawn‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌increase‌ ‌of‌ ‌Scott‌ ‌Hogan.‌ ‌The‌ ‌stories‌ ‌of‌ ‌Said‌‌ 
Benhrama‌ ‌and‌ ‌Ollie‌ ‌Watkins‌ ‌are‌ ‌other‌ ‌notable‌ ‌features‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Brentford‌ ‌transfer‌ ‌story.‌ ‌Scott‌‌ 
Hogan‌ ‌was‌ ‌bought‌ ‌by‌ ‌Benham‌ ‌and‌ ‌co.‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌ ‌reported‌ ‌fee‌ ‌of‌ ‌£750,000‌ ‌from‌ ‌Rochdale,‌ ‌and‌ ‌was‌‌ 
bid‌ ‌farewell‌ ‌by‌ ‌a‌ ‌luscious‌ ‌sum‌ ‌of‌ ‌12‌ ‌Million‌ ‌which‌ ‌helped‌ ‌them‌ ‌bolster‌ ‌the‌ ‌funds‌ ‌next‌ ‌season‌ 
with‌ ‌a‌ ‌625%‌ ‌profit!‌ ‌(Just‌ ‌gambler‌ ‌belongings‌ ‌you‌ ‌know).‌ ‌the‌ ‌likelihood‌ ‌of‌ ‌outcome‌ ‌is‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌‌ 
premise‌ ‌of‌ ‌Brentford's‌ ‌enlistment‌ ‌technique‌ ‌which‌ ‌essentially‌ ‌purchases‌ ‌underestimated‌ ‌players‌‌ 
and‌ ‌sells‌ ‌overestimated‌ ‌players.‌ ‌This‌ ‌was‌ ‌way‌ ‌beyond‌ ‌the‌ ‌simplest‌ ‌five‌ ‌scorers‌ ‌within‌ ‌the‌ 
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Championship‌ ‌that‌ ‌season.‌ ‌His‌ ‌goals‌ ‌per‌ ‌match‌ ‌were‌ ‌the‌ ‌foremost‌ ‌noteworthy‌ ‌within‌ ‌the‌‌ 
alliance,‌ ‌significantly‌ ‌increasing‌ ‌the‌ ‌closest‌ ‌party‌ ‌in‌ ‌Cauley‌ ‌Woodrow.‌ ‌From‌ ‌that‌ ‌time‌ ‌forward,‌‌ 
Hogan‌ ‌has‌ ‌gone‌ ‌from‌ ‌a‌ ‌.58‌ ‌goals‌ ‌for‌ ‌every‌ ‌game‌ ‌scoring‌ ‌rate‌ ‌at‌ ‌Brentford‌ ‌to‌ ‌.16‌ ‌goals‌ ‌for‌ ‌each‌‌ 
game‌ ‌at‌ ‌Aston‌ ‌Villa‌ ‌and‌ ‌afterward‌ ‌.25‌ ‌goals‌ ‌for‌ ‌every‌ ‌game‌ ‌at‌ ‌Sheffield‌ ‌United.‌ ‌ 
‌ 
‌ 
‌ 

·‌ ‌Now‌ ‌let’s‌ ‌get‌ ‌further‌ ‌into‌ ‌the‌ ‌key‌ ‌weapon‌ ‌that‌ ‌transformed‌ ‌Brentford-‌ ‌the‌ ‌owner‌ ‌and‌ ‌his‌‌ 
gambling‌ ‌instincts.‌ ‌Their‌ ‌proprietor‌ ‌and‌ ‌deep‌ ‌rooted‌ ‌fan,‌ ‌Matthew‌ ‌Benham,‌ ‌possesses‌ ‌a‌‌ 
gambling‌ ‌consultancy‌ ‌called‌ ‌Smartodds.‌ ‌Smartodds‌ ‌was‌ ‌established‌ ‌in‌ ‌2004,‌ ‌and‌ ‌is‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌‌ 
explanation‌ ‌Benham‌ ‌got‌ ‌adequately‌ ‌affluent‌ ‌to‌ ‌realize‌ ‌Brentford‌ ‌in‌ ‌any‌ ‌case.‌ ‌aside‌ ‌from‌ ‌utilizing‌‌ 
Smartodds'‌ ‌xG‌ ‌information‌ ‌to‌ ‌win‌ ‌cash‌ ‌through‌ ‌wagering,‌ ‌Benham‌ ‌additionally‌ ‌utilizes‌ ‌it‌‌ 
because‌ ‌the‌ ‌establishment‌ ‌for‌ ‌Brentford's‌ ‌player‌ ‌enlistment.‌ ‌Brentford's‌ ‌spearheading‌ ‌utilization‌‌ 
of‌ ‌the‌ ‌measurement‌ ‌permitted‌ ‌them‌ ‌to‌ ‌acknowledge‌ ‌covered‌ ‌up‌ ‌pearls‌ ‌within‌ ‌the‌ ‌transfer‌‌ 
market.‌ ‌Throughout‌ ‌the‌ ‌seven‌ ‌years‌ ‌at,‌ ‌Smartodds'‌ ‌xG‌ ‌information‌ ‌has‌ ‌permitted‌ ‌Brentford‌ ‌to‌‌ 
reliably‌ ‌feature‌ ‌and‌ ‌enroll‌ ‌players‌ ‌that‌ ‌were‌ ‌underestimated‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌rest‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌footballing‌ ‌scene.‌‌ 
briefly‌ ‌and‌ ‌straightforward‌ ‌words,‌ ‌all‌ ‌Benham‌ ‌did‌ ‌was‌ ‌put‌ ‌few‌ ‌PhD‌ ‌analysts‌ ‌during‌ ‌a‌ ‌room‌ ‌to‌‌ 
predict‌ ‌the‌ ‌result‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌sport‌ ‌,‌ ‌and‌ ‌guess‌ ‌what-‌ ‌the‌ ‌strategy‌ ‌actually‌ ‌worked!‌ ‌(A‌ ‌exemplar‌ ‌of‌‌ 
such‌ ‌predictions‌ ‌are‌ ‌often‌ ‌seen‌ ‌within‌ ‌the‌ ‌progress‌ ‌of‌ ‌N'golo‌ ‌Kante,‌ ‌a‌ ‌cdm‌ ‌of‌ ‌such‌ ‌short‌ ‌stature‌‌ 
but‌ ‌with‌ ‌incredible‌ ‌stats,‌ ‌fooling‌ ‌the‌ ‌eye‌ ‌and‌ ‌making‌ ‌him‌ ‌one‌ ‌among‌ ‌the‌ ‌simplest‌ ‌scouting‌ ‌in‌‌ 
Leicester's‌ ‌history).‌ ‌Smartodds‌ ‌further‌ ‌went‌ ‌on‌ ‌to‌ ‌co-own‌ ‌another‌ ‌football‌ ‌club‌ ‌in‌ ‌Denmark,‌ ‌FC‌‌ 
Midtjylland,‌ ‌who‌ ‌are‌ ‌now‌ ‌seen‌ ‌because‌ ‌the‌ ‌flag‌ ‌bearers‌ ‌of‌ ‌cash‌ ‌Ball‌ ‌success.‌ ‌Recently,‌ ‌th‌ ‌ 
‌ 
‌ 
‌ 
‌ 
‌ 

What‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌Money‌ ‌Line‌ ‌in‌ ‌Sports‌‌ 
Betting?‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Online‌ ‌sports‌ ‌betting‌ ‌has‌ ‌never‌ ‌been‌ ‌more‌ ‌accessible‌ ‌and‌ ‌easier‌ ‌to‌ ‌know‌ ‌,‌ ‌particularly‌ ‌money‌‌ 
line‌ ‌betting,‌ ‌which,‌ ‌as‌ ‌betting‌ ‌explodes‌ ‌in‌ ‌popularity‌ ‌and‌ ‌more‌ ‌sorts‌ ‌of‌ ‌bets‌ ‌are‌ ‌offered,‌ ‌remains‌‌ 
the‌ ‌only‌ ‌sort‌ ‌of‌ ‌sports‌ ‌betting.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

What‌ ‌Does‌ ‌Money‌ ‌Line‌ ‌Mean?‌ ‌ 
A‌ ‌money‌ ‌line‌ ‌bet‌ ‌–‌ ‌also‌ ‌written‌ ‌as‌ ‌“moneyline”‌ ‌or‌ ‌“ML”‌ ‌–‌ ‌is‌ ‌placed‌ ‌on‌ ‌an‌ ‌outcome‌ ‌of‌ ‌1‌ ‌event.‌ ‌In‌‌ 
most‌ ‌cases,‌ ‌there‌ ‌are‌ ‌only‌ ‌two‌ ‌outcomes:‌ ‌Team‌ ‌(or‌ ‌Player)‌ ‌A‌ ‌wins‌ ‌or‌ ‌Team‌ ‌(or‌ ‌Player)‌ ‌B‌ ‌wins.‌‌ 
In‌ ‌sports‌ ‌with‌ ‌occasional‌ ‌or‌ ‌frequent‌ ‌ties,‌ ‌including‌ ‌soccer‌ ‌betting,‌ ‌a‌ ‌tie‌ ‌(or‌ ‌draw)‌ ‌is‌ ‌additionally‌‌ 
offered.‌ ‌ 
‌ 



Without‌ ‌some‌ ‌extent‌ ‌spread‌ ‌in‌ ‌money‌ ‌line‌ ‌betting,‌ ‌the‌ ‌margin‌ ‌of‌ ‌victory‌ ‌is‌ ‌irrelevant.‌ ‌In‌‌ 
point-spread‌ ‌betting,‌ ‌the‌ ‌Dallas‌ ‌Cowboys,‌ ‌for‌ ‌instance‌ ‌,‌ ‌might‌ ‌defeat‌ ‌the‌ ‌Philadelphia‌ ‌Eagles‌ ‌by‌‌ 
four‌ ‌points‌ ‌but‌ ‌because‌ ‌the‌ ‌Cowboys‌ ‌were‌ ‌6-point‌ ‌favorites,‌ ‌the‌ ‌Cowboys’‌ ‌spread‌ ‌would’ve‌ ‌lost.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

How‌ ‌to‌ ‌Read‌ ‌the‌ ‌cash‌ ‌Line‌ ‌ 
There‌ ‌are‌ ‌three‌ ‌parts‌ ‌in‌ ‌money‌ ‌line‌ ‌betting:‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Favorite:‌ ‌Which‌ ‌team‌ ‌or‌ ‌player‌ ‌is‌ ‌favored‌ ‌to‌ ‌win?‌ ‌If‌ ‌one‌ ‌side‌ ‌has‌ ‌minus‌ ‌odds,‌ ‌they're‌ ‌the‌‌ 
favourite‌ ‌.‌ ‌for‌ ‌instance‌ ‌,‌ ‌if‌ ‌the‌ ‌l.‌ ‌a.‌ ‌Lakers‌ ‌are‌ ‌-180‌ ‌in‌ ‌money‌ ‌line‌ ‌odds‌ ‌vs.‌ ‌the‌ ‌Boston‌ ‌Celtics,‌‌ 
they're‌ ‌the‌ ‌favourite‌ ‌.‌ ‌ 
‌ 
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‌ 

Underdog:‌ ‌Which‌ ‌team‌ ‌or‌ ‌player‌ ‌is‌ ‌favored‌ ‌to‌ ‌lose?‌ ‌If‌ ‌one‌ ‌side‌ ‌has‌ ‌plus‌ ‌odds,‌ ‌they're‌ ‌the‌‌ 
underdog.‌ ‌within‌ ‌the‌ ‌case‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Lakers-Celtics‌ ‌game,‌ ‌the‌ ‌Lakers‌ ‌are‌ ‌the‌ ‌cash‌ ‌line‌ ‌favorite‌ ‌at‌‌ 
-180,‌ ‌while‌ ‌the‌ ‌Celtics‌ ‌are‌ ‌the‌ ‌underdog‌ ‌at‌ ‌+130.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Even:‌ ‌If‌ ‌neither‌ ‌side‌ ‌is‌ ‌favored,‌ ‌the‌ ‌cash‌ ‌line‌ ‌odds‌ ‌are‌ ‌even,‌ ‌aka‌ ‌a‌ ‌pick‌ ‌or‌ ‌pick‌ ‌‘em,‌ ‌at‌ ‌+100.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

How‌ ‌to‌ ‌Calculate‌ ‌Money‌ ‌Line‌ ‌Payouts‌ ‌ 
The‌ ‌BetMGM‌ ‌sportsbook‌ ‌automatically‌ ‌calculates‌ ‌betting‌ ‌payouts‌ ‌for‌ ‌every‌ ‌customer.‌ ‌However,‌‌ 
understanding‌ ‌payout‌ ‌calculations‌ ‌can‌ ‌help‌ ‌in‌ ‌managing‌ ‌your‌ ‌bankroll‌ ‌and‌ ‌selecting‌ ‌odds‌ ‌.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

If‌ ‌the‌ ‌ny‌ ‌Yankees‌ ‌are‌ ‌a‌ ‌-150‌ ‌money‌ ‌line‌ ‌favorite,‌ ‌you‌ ‌want‌ ‌to‌ ‌wager‌ ‌$150‌ ‌to‌ ‌profit‌ ‌$100‌ ‌(total‌‌ 
payout,‌ ‌including‌ ‌stake,‌ ‌would‌ ‌be‌ ‌$250).‌ ‌Or‌ ‌if‌ ‌the‌ ‌Boston‌ ‌Red‌ ‌Sox‌ ‌are‌ ‌a‌ ‌+130‌ ‌money‌ ‌line‌‌ 
underdog,‌ ‌you‌ ‌want‌ ‌to‌ ‌wager‌ ‌$100‌ ‌to‌ ‌profit‌ ‌$130‌ ‌(total‌ ‌payout,‌ ‌including‌ ‌stake,‌ ‌would‌ ‌be‌ ‌$230).‌ ‌ 
‌ 

You‌ ‌can‌ ‌see‌ ‌the‌ ‌potential‌ ‌payouts‌ ‌before‌ ‌placing‌ ‌a‌ ‌bet‌ ‌by‌ ‌adding‌ ‌money‌ ‌line‌ ‌wagers‌ ‌to‌ ‌your‌ ‌Bet‌‌ 
Slip.‌ ‌And‌ ‌you'll‌ ‌find‌ ‌out‌ ‌how‌ ‌to‌ ‌calculate‌ ‌parlay‌ ‌odds‌ ‌and‌ ‌payouts.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Money‌ ‌Line‌ ‌Parlays‌ ‌ 
You‌ ‌can‌ ‌add‌ ‌more‌ ‌excitement‌ ‌and‌ ‌larger‌ ‌potential‌ ‌payouts‌ ‌to‌ ‌your‌ ‌sports‌ ‌betting‌ ‌experience‌ ‌by‌‌ 
combining‌ ‌money‌ ‌line‌ ‌bets‌ ‌into‌ ‌parlays.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Instead‌ ‌of‌ ‌placing‌ ‌a‌ ‌$100‌ ‌money‌ ‌line‌ ‌back‌ ‌the‌ ‌ny‌ ‌Giants‌ ‌(-130)‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌ ‌possible‌ ‌payout‌ ‌of‌‌ 
$176.92,‌ ‌you'll‌ ‌combine‌ ‌the‌ ‌Giants’‌ ‌money‌ ‌line‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌Cleveland‌ ‌Browns’‌ ‌money‌ ‌line‌ ‌(-140)‌ ‌for‌‌ 
a‌ ‌possible‌ ‌payout‌ ‌of‌ ‌$303.29‌ ‌on‌ ‌an‌ ‌equivalent‌ ‌$100‌ ‌bet.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Parlays‌ ‌aren’t‌ ‌limited‌ ‌to‌ ‌at‌ ‌least‌ ‌one‌ ‌sort‌ ‌of‌ ‌bet‌ ‌in‌ ‌one‌ ‌game‌ ‌or‌ ‌one‌ ‌sport;‌ ‌you'll‌ ‌combine‌ ‌money‌‌ 
line‌ ‌odds‌ ‌with‌ ‌point-spread‌ ‌odds,‌ ‌over/under‌ ‌total‌ ‌odds,‌ ‌and‌ ‌more‌ ‌across‌ ‌one‌ ‌or‌ ‌multiple‌ ‌games‌‌ 
in‌ ‌one‌ ‌or‌ ‌multiple‌ ‌sports.‌ ‌ 
‌ 
‌ 
‌ 
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How‌ ‌to‌ ‌Bet‌ ‌on‌ ‌Sports‌ ‌for‌ ‌Beginners‌ ‌ 
‌ 

1.‌ ‌Favorites‌ ‌vs.‌ ‌Underdogs‌ ‌ 
When‌ ‌oddsmakers‌ ‌release‌ ‌a‌ ‌betting‌ ‌line‌ ‌on‌ ‌a‌ ‌game,‌ ‌the‌ ‌primary‌ ‌thing‌ ‌they‌ ‌are‌ ‌doing‌ ‌is‌ ‌decide‌‌ 
which‌ ‌team‌ ‌should‌ ‌be‌ ‌the‌ ‌favourite‌ ‌and‌ ‌which‌ ‌should‌ ‌be‌ ‌the‌ ‌underdog.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌ ‌favorite‌ ‌is‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌team‌ ‌that's‌ ‌expected‌ ‌to‌ ‌win‌ ‌the‌ ‌sport‌ ‌and‌ ‌can‌ ‌get‌ ‌a‌ ‌sign‌ ‌next‌ ‌to‌ ‌its‌ ‌odds,‌‌ 
while‌ ‌the‌ ‌underdog‌ ‌is‌ ‌predicted‌ ‌to‌ ‌lose‌ ‌and‌ ‌gets‌ ‌a‌ ‌sign‌ ‌.‌ ‌If‌ ‌the‌ ‌sport‌ ‌may‌ ‌be‌ ‌a‌ ‌toss-up,‌ ‌books‌ ‌will‌‌ 
open‌ ‌it‌ ‌as‌ ‌a‌ ‌“pick”‌ ‌or‌ ‌“pick’em.”‌ ‌ 
‌ 
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2.‌ ‌Spreads‌ ‌ 
There‌ ‌are‌ ‌two‌ ‌main‌ ‌ways‌ ‌to‌ ‌back‌ ‌a‌ ‌favourite‌ ‌or‌ ‌an‌ ‌underdog.‌ ‌the‌ ‌primary‌ ‌is‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌point‌‌ 
spread,‌ ‌which‌ ‌may‌ ‌be‌ ‌a‌ ‌back‌ ‌the‌ ‌margin‌ ‌of‌ ‌victory.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

For‌ ‌example,‌ ‌say‌ ‌the‌ ‌Patriots‌ ‌are‌ ‌7-point‌ ‌favorites‌ ‌against‌ ‌the‌ ‌Jets.‌ ‌They’d‌ ‌be‌ ‌listed‌ ‌at‌ ‌-7.‌ ‌ 
If‌ ‌and‌ ‌how‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌Patriots,‌ ‌they‌ ‌have‌ ‌to‌ ‌win‌ ‌the‌ ‌sport‌ ‌by‌ ‌8‌ ‌points‌ ‌or‌ ‌more‌ ‌for‌ ‌you‌ ‌to‌ ‌win‌ ‌your‌ ‌bet.‌‌ 
If‌ ‌the‌ ‌Patriots‌ ‌win‌ ‌by‌ ‌8‌ ‌points‌ ‌or‌ ‌more,‌ ‌you‌ ‌“cover.”‌ ‌If‌ ‌the‌ ‌Patriots‌ ‌win‌ ‌by‌ ‌exactly‌ ‌7‌ ‌points,‌ ‌that's‌‌ 
called‌ ‌a‌ ‌“push,”‌ ‌which‌ ‌suggests‌ ‌you‌ ‌revisit‌ ‌the‌ ‌cash‌ ‌you‌ ‌originally‌ ‌bet.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

If‌ ‌the‌ ‌Patriots‌ ‌win‌ ‌by‌ ‌6‌ ‌points‌ ‌or‌ ‌fewer‌ ‌(or‌ ‌lose‌ ‌the‌ ‌sport‌ ‌straight-up),‌ ‌you‌ ‌lose‌ ‌your‌ ‌bet.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

On‌ ‌the‌ ‌flip‌ ‌side,‌ ‌if‌ ‌and‌ ‌how‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌Jets‌ ‌“plus‌ ‌the‌ ‌points”‌ ‌(+7),‌ ‌you‌ ‌would‌ ‌like‌ ‌the‌ ‌Jets‌ ‌to‌ ‌either‌‌ 
win‌ ‌the‌ ‌sport‌ ‌lose‌ ‌by‌ ‌six‌ ‌points‌ ‌or‌ ‌fewer‌ ‌for‌ ‌you‌ ‌to‌ ‌win‌ ‌(or‌ ‌cover)‌ ‌your‌ ‌bet.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Spreads‌ ‌are‌ ‌available‌ ‌for‌ ‌all‌ ‌sports,‌ ‌but‌ ‌they're‌ ‌predominantly‌ ‌used‌ ‌when‌ ‌depending‌ ‌on‌‌ 
higher-scoring‌ ‌sports‌ ‌like‌ ‌football‌ ‌and‌ ‌basketball.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

3.‌ ‌Moneylines‌ ‌ 
The‌ ‌second‌ ‌thanks‌ ‌to‌ ‌back‌ ‌a‌ ‌favourite‌ ‌or‌ ‌an‌ ‌underdog‌ ‌is‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌moneyline.‌ ‌this‌ ‌is‌ ‌often‌ ‌based‌ 
solely‌ ‌on‌ ‌which‌ ‌team‌ ‌will‌ ‌win‌ ‌the‌ ‌sport‌ ‌,‌ ‌and‌ ‌uses‌ ‌American‌ ‌odds‌ ‌to‌ ‌calculate‌ ‌the‌ ‌payout.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Favorites‌ ‌are‌ ‌again‌ ‌given‌ ‌a‌ ‌“minus”‌ ‌designation,‌ ‌like‌ ‌-150,‌ ‌-200‌ ‌or‌ ‌-500.‌ ‌If‌ ‌a‌ ‌favourite‌ ‌is‌ ‌-200,‌‌ 
meaning‌ ‌you've‌ ‌got‌ ‌to‌ ‌risk‌ ‌$200‌ ‌to‌ ‌win‌ ‌$100.‌ ‌If‌ ‌the‌ ‌favourite‌ ‌wins,‌ ‌you‌ ‌get‌ ‌$100,‌ ‌but‌ ‌if‌ ‌the‌‌ 
favourite‌ ‌loses,‌ ‌you’re‌ ‌out‌ ‌$200.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Because‌ ‌favorites‌ ‌are‌ ‌expected‌ ‌to‌ ‌win,‌ ‌you‌ ‌assume‌ ‌more‌ ‌risk‌ ‌when‌ ‌depending‌ ‌on‌ ‌them.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Underdogs‌ ‌are‌ ‌given‌ ‌a‌ ‌“plus”‌ ‌designation,‌ ‌like‌ ‌+150,‌ ‌+200‌ ‌or‌ ‌+500.‌ ‌If‌ ‌an‌ ‌underdog‌ ‌is‌ ‌+200,‌‌ 
meaning‌ ‌if‌ ‌and‌ ‌how‌ ‌$100‌ ‌on‌ ‌them‌ ‌and‌ ‌that‌ ‌they‌ ‌win‌ ‌the‌ ‌sport‌ ‌,‌ ‌you‌ ‌get‌ ‌$200.‌ ‌If‌ ‌they‌ ‌lose‌ ‌the‌‌ 
sport‌ ‌,‌ ‌you‌ ‌lose‌ ‌only‌ ‌the‌ ‌$100‌ ‌that‌ ‌you‌ ‌simply‌ ‌risked.‌ ‌Because‌ ‌underdogs‌ ‌are‌ ‌expected‌ ‌to‌ ‌lose,‌‌ 
there's‌ ‌more‌ ‌of‌ ‌a‌ ‌gift‌ ‌when‌ ‌depending‌ ‌on‌ ‌them.‌ ‌ 
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‌ 
Moneylines‌ ‌are‌ ‌available‌ ‌for‌ ‌all‌ ‌sports,‌ ‌but‌ ‌they're‌ ‌predominantly‌ ‌used‌ ‌when‌ ‌depending‌ ‌on‌‌ 
lower-scoring‌ ‌sports‌ ‌like‌ ‌baseball,‌ ‌hockey‌ ‌and‌ ‌soccer.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

4.‌ ‌Over/Unders‌ ‌(Totals)‌ ‌ 
In‌ ‌addition‌ ‌to‌ ‌setting‌ ‌a‌ ‌line‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌favourite‌ ‌and‌ ‌therefore‌ ‌the‌ ‌underdog,‌ ‌oddsmakers‌ ‌also‌ ‌will‌‌ 
set‌ ‌a‌ ‌complete‌ ‌number‌ ‌of‌ ‌points‌ ‌scored‌ ‌during‌ ‌a‌ ‌game‌ ‌by‌ ‌both‌ ‌teams‌ ‌combined.‌ ‌this‌ ‌is‌ ‌often‌‌ 
called‌ ‌the‌ ‌entire‌ ‌or‌ ‌over/under.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Bettors‌ ‌can‌ ‌then‌ ‌wager‌ ‌on‌ ‌whether‌ ‌or‌ ‌not‌ ‌the‌ ‌sport‌ ‌will‌ ‌re-evaluate‌ ‌or‌ ‌Under‌ ‌the‌ ‌entire‌ ‌.‌ ‌ 
For‌ ‌example,‌ ‌an‌ ‌NBA‌ ‌game‌ ‌between‌ ‌the‌ ‌Celtics‌ ‌and‌ ‌Bulls‌ ‌may‌ ‌need‌ ‌a‌ ‌complete‌ ‌of‌ ‌215.‌ ‌you'll‌‌ 
either‌ ‌bet‌ ‌the‌ ‌Over‌ ‌215‌ ‌or‌ ‌the‌ ‌Under‌ ‌215.‌ ‌If‌ ‌and‌ ‌how‌ ‌the‌ ‌Over‌ ‌215‌ ‌and‌ ‌therefore‌ ‌the‌ ‌total‌ ‌points‌‌ 
scored‌ ‌find‌ ‌yourself‌ ‌being‌ ‌216‌ ‌or‌ ‌higher,‌ ‌you‌ ‌win‌ ‌your‌ ‌bet.‌ ‌If‌ ‌the‌ ‌entire‌ ‌points‌ ‌scored‌ ‌are‌ ‌214‌ ‌or‌‌ 
fewer,‌ ‌you‌ ‌lose.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

5.‌ ‌what's‌ ‌the‌ ‌-110‌ ‌Number‌ ‌Listed‌ ‌Next‌ ‌to‌ ‌My‌ ‌Bet?‌ ‌  
The‌ ‌oddsmakers‌ ‌put‌ ‌a‌ ‌“tax”‌ ‌on‌ ‌every‌ ‌bet,‌ ‌which‌ ‌is‌ ‌usually‌ ‌called‌ ‌the‌ ‌“juice”‌ ‌or‌ ‌“vig”‌ ‌(short‌ ‌for‌‌ 
“vigorish”).‌ ‌The‌ ‌juice‌ ‌is‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌commission‌ ‌you've‌ ‌got‌ ‌to‌ ‌pay‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌sportsbook‌ ‌for‌ ‌them‌ ‌to‌‌ 
simply‌ ‌accept‌ ‌your‌ ‌wager.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌ ‌vig‌ ‌within‌ ‌the‌ ‌U.S.‌ ‌are‌ ‌going‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌listed‌ ‌in‌ ‌American‌ ‌odds‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Say‌ ‌the‌ ‌Duke‌ ‌Blue‌ ‌Devils‌ ‌are‌ ‌-5‌ ‌(-110)‌ ‌…‌ ‌meaning‌ ‌if‌ ‌you‌ ‌would‌ ‌like‌ ‌to‌ ‌back‌ ‌Duke‌ ‌as‌ ‌a‌ ‌5-point‌‌ 
favorite,‌ ‌you‌ ‌would‌ ‌like‌ ‌to‌ ‌risk‌ ‌$110‌ ‌to‌ ‌win‌ ‌$100.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌ ‌juice‌ ‌also‌ ‌can‌ ‌be‌ ‌a‌ ‌positive‌ ‌number,‌ ‌like‌ ‌Penn‌ ‌State‌ ‌-7‌ ‌(+110).‌ ‌meaning‌ ‌if‌ ‌and‌ ‌how‌ ‌$100‌ ‌on‌‌ 
Penn‌ ‌State‌ ‌as‌ ‌a‌ ‌7-point‌ ‌favorite‌ ‌and‌ ‌it‌ ‌covers,‌ ‌you‌ ‌win‌ ‌$110.‌ ‌If‌ ‌it‌ ‌loses,‌ ‌you‌ ‌lose‌ ‌only‌ ‌the‌ ‌$100‌‌ 
that‌ ‌you‌ ‌simply‌ ‌risked.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

You‌ ‌always‌ ‌need‌ ‌to‌ ‌risk‌ ‌more‌ ‌on‌ ‌a‌ ‌favourite‌ ‌than‌ ‌you’d‌ ‌win‌ ‌on‌ ‌an‌ ‌underdog…otherwise,‌‌ 
sportsbooks‌ ‌would‌ ‌be‌ ‌out‌ ‌of‌ ‌business.‌ ‌ 
‌ 


