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IROTWCOOD CLTY PLAN

CITY OF IRONWOOD, EECHIGAN

Population and General Information

The Commission-Manager Charter under which the City of
nwood is now operating became effeetive Mareh 7, 1925. The

' it mandatory that a City Plan be adopted not later
‘Mareh 1, 1928, With this provision in view data and mater-
have been collected over a period of nearly three years with
i;dea of présenting to the citizens of Ironwood a comprehen-

2 plan whereby the future growth of the City could be directeduh

g ratiomal lines. The plan hereby submitted involves not

y a certain amount of surveying, bat ineludes a study of the
ﬁs‘of the community.

| A study of the City of Ironwood reveals some interest-
- faets peculiar perhaps to this commnity alone. The City was
orporated in 1889 and at that time, as now, the chief industry
~ifpn ore mining. Bvery activity of the eity centered around
‘mines and the mines provided practically the entire revemme
the City. This situatiom continued for many years, and by

Bome is thought to exist at the present time. However, the records

statisties show that, while the mines still play a wvery impor-
“%"part in the prosperity of the community, a transition is
fﬁg‘place slowly but surely and the City of Iromwood is develop-
into a trading center for a considerable area.

A study of the population eurve of the City of Iromwood
show that the eity is enjoying a healthy growth, while on the
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hé'rhand the mining propertiss are being combtinually reduced
&\.‘Zlue and employing fewer men within the ecity a:s time goes on.
raceompanying chart showing a eonservative population curve
-='Wthe city indieates a population for the City of 30,000 by

0. The plan herewith submitted is based on these fitures. It
% be remembered, however, that the plan herewith submitted is
2 or less tentative, and may be changed from time to time as
ditions warrant, as it is impossible to foresee what may happen
N twenty, or fifty years from now.

In formlating a program it is ‘nec‘essary to estimate

¢ growth in population, as this will have & bearing on the

her of dwellings which will have to be built, as well as addi-
onal sehoolsse It will als indicate the streets, sewers, water
ﬁ.ns, gas mains, eemeteries, etc., which will have to be provi&eﬁ.
: take care of the growthe. In accepting the estimete of popu-

" If'i:ion used for this plan, there has been no criterion to follow

. the way of nearby cities or cities similarly situated.

Physical Features of City ami Trend of

Center of Fopulation

The City of Ironwood is situated in Gogebic County,

eh is the most westerly county of the Upper Peninsula of Michi-
gn. Geographically it lies 125 miles west of Duluth, Minnesota,
&nd thirteen miles south of Take Superior. The area of the city
approximately six square miles, being two and one-guarter miles
prth and south, and three miles east ani west. The city is bounded
the west by the Montreal River, whieh is the boundary line be-

¢en Michigan anl Wisconsin, on the north by Ironwocd Township,




n the east by Bessemer Towmship and Erwin Towship, and on the
uth by Erwin Township.
The southerly half of the eity is traversed by 2 range
If:hills from east to west on which are loecated the shafts of the
iping eompanies. Grouped on and about these hills are what were
Exmerly mining loeations, but whieh now comstitute a substantial
rtion of the residential area of the city. Immediately north
* this range of hills is zn area of caving land eaused by nining
:aéations. This land is unfit for business buildings or resi-
&g and providss a physieal and mental barrier which more or
stseparates the southerly half of the city from the business
trict and the northerly side, ani in a sense precludes any
ther development of this area as a substariial residential
ion of the eitys.
The eity is served by the Chieage and Horthwestern Rail-
=nd the Mirmeapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. ¥arie Railway,
Vméin lines of thess two railroads paralleling each cther and
versing the c¢ity in an easterly and westerly direction from a
't abcut midway north and south omn the westerly city limits to
¢int near the mortheast cormner of the corporate limits. Imme-
¢ly to the south of the railyoads and ncrth of the eaving
gund, and approximately one mile east of the Montreal River, is
“Business District. The area comprising the business distriet
imited, but is ample for the fubture peopulation as recognized
this report

That porticn of the city lyiﬁg‘scuth of the railroads,
of the caving ground, and east of the business distriet

srises the older residential district of the eity, and is prae-
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ieﬂtirely built up. Conseguently the only praetical way
.@Jcity $o expand residentially is to the norih, ani that
'”iselﬁ what is happening. FPraetically all of the residences
: pve been built in the past few years have been puilt north

main lines of the Northwestern Ry. and the Soc Line, con-

The elimate of Ironwood is cool but exeeplionally

hfule. The summers are ideal and the long, cold winders with
mdance of snow makes the commnity a mecca for bhose Who

7 winter sports.

Traffic and the Street System

¥eans mst be provided for getting in and out of the

., and Tor quick movement of passengers and freight from one
of tﬁe city to another. Provision must also be made Tor
movement of thru tourist traffie without causing the tourist
‘ineonvenienece of passing thru the more ecamgeested areas. The
;et system thru whiceh business is transacted and the people
erse in going from their homes to work and from work to their
s is of the utmost importance, as a streei system, onee adopted
developed mist remain indefinifely. An oceasional streei may
demned or a new one opened up, but the general plan must

in as long as the city exists,

Ironwood is situated on U. S, Highway No. 2, which is

prineipal east and west highway in the Upper Peninsule.. This

ﬂay joins U. 8. Highway No. 51 at Hurley, ¥isconsin, Jjusb

13 the Montrezl River to the west. These highwaysare heavily




rresents the most diffiewlt problem. A4t present
sis-a cireuitous route thru the City of Iromwood, and
ne route is well marked it is a source of trouble and
-Iéteé to the tourist on account of the density of the
_aﬁﬁ the,many and emfusing turns he is foreed to make.
hﬁlg one of the greateét traffic probvlems is 2 new route
thru the eity.

T&o nighways are provided for traffi¢ to Bessemer and
';-—‘HS-Z and what is Juown as ths 01é County Road, which

oefimaation of Ayer St. The thru tourist uses US-2, while

eal resident often uses the old road. Both hizhways are
4 will provide ample roadways for vears to came.

The Van Buskirk road is an excellent graveled highway
.south from Jessieville. This highway joins US-51 in
gnsin about eight miles south of Iromwood. The route from
aville iﬁto the business distriet of the City, however, is
ng‘to the tourist and under present conditions is net a
ieal route for the stranger to travel.

The above discussion treats briefly orn Tthe thru tomrist
‘¢ highways as existing at present. The following is &
”%gigﬂ, with recommendations, as to the future treatment of
_routes, and the existing conditions and future treatment of

-

er of the more important streets in the Citye.

Silver Street and Forris Street

There are at present two roadways c¢aunecting the City

ronwood with the City of Iurley over the Monbtreal River, -

er Street, which is at present US-2, 2nd Forrie Street.
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rzr Street, vhen U3-2 is removed eventwally, will provide an

commmnics

Te S ngﬂ’wa_;}_' Iioa 2

The present route of US-2 from the =ast is along the
th County Road to Iake St., thence soubh on Iake St. to ¥eleod
wsmie, thence west cu ileleod ifve. to Iawrencs St

Lawrenae St. G0 Aurora St., thence westerly on Aurora St. and

4

T

er St. t0 Hurley. This rouve is circuitous and crosses sevsral
ilread tracks and street ear lines, besides goin
mand a portion of the way. This route shoull immediztely be
zed to the Tollowing: At the cornsr of Lakxe 3t. and North
eenvimue west on Torth Gounty Road o Summit Drive

+

on Summit Drive to Trederici St., thence westerly

o

an Frederick St. to Suffolk St., thence south om Suffolk 8%, to
dzrora St., thence westerly on Aurora St. apd Silver St. to Furley
isecnsine. This suggested roubte eliminates only one turn, but it
provide & more conveniend roube for tourists and relisves
‘@angestion to a considerable exbert. The uwitim=te route which
neuld be adeopted for US-2 as soon as Tunds permi and arrangs-
ments ean be made with Yisccnsin, is to comtimue west om North

.

)

sunty Road directly aecross the Montresl River, commeceting with

=

T3=-51 northwest of Hurley. his route will eliminate railrcad

erossings and street railway erogsings, and permit the tourist to

iz

=

void the congested digtrict 1L he so desires,

~ 12 - g




South Fest Street

The present route to the South conrveeting with US-51

near Van Buskirk, Tisconsin, approximetely eight miles from the
business distriet in Iromwood, is easterly on Ayer S5t. to a private
road on the Oliver Ivon Mining Company property about one-quarter
of a mile east of Luxmore St., thence southeasterly along the
private road to the west end of Bonnie St. in Jessieville, thence
east on Bonnie St. to West St., themece south on West St. to Clemens
5t., thence west on Clemens 3t. to the Van Buskirk Road, thence
goutherly and southweséerly'on the Var Buskirk Road to US-51.

This route is practically impossible for tourists to follow and
ghould be improved as soon as possible by continuing South West

St. across the cave from Jessieville to meet Ayer St. This will

Ly

. give = more direct and less hazardous route, and also one that
#111 be easy for a tourist to follow. There is no need to make
2 dirveet conneetion with US-2, as the thru btourist from the south

would proceed north on US-51 if he wished to avoid Irmmwood.

Balsam Street

Balsam St. with the erossing over the cave as an exten~
sion of Lowell St. is the mein thoroughfare to the south side of
the City Imown as the Horrie Loecation. he recommendation in this
‘wﬁase is to keep this road in its present location if possible,
2xnd should it have to be temporarily abandoned in a period of five
$c ten years owing to'mining operations, that the road be rebuilt
&g soon as possible after the cessation of the operations, if
practical. 3Bzalsam St. continued to the south erosses the Iontreal

Ziver into Oma Township, Iron County, Wiseonsin. This route would



provide a2 direct comnectvion with TUS-51 approximately three miles
om the ¥ontreal River and furnish & good road for the farmers
Oma Township to come direet Ho Ironwood. The recormendation

this case would be to straighten out ard improve Balsan St.

Biver as soon ag Tunds will permit, providing Oma Township will

oin in bearing the expense of constructing the hridge and con-

atruct a good gravel road to join US-Kl.

Hemloek Street

On Zerpioek St. midway between Ridge St. and Miehigzun
&v2, the street is offgset one-half the widbth of the streset. The
ropervy on the northeast cormer of Ridge St. and Hemlock St. is
smned by the Citr of IronWood. this joz shomld be removed by

roviding 2 long swing in the roasdway from Ridge St. north,

Lawrence Street

Tawrence St., from the north, ends a2t Frederick St.,
ile Tawrence St., from the south, ends at the railrcad right-
-way just north of Ayef St. There is no provisiom for an ex-
wsnsion of the street zeross the property of the Horthwestern RT e
and the Soo Tine, a distance of 250 feet. This guestion wili bhe

fiscussed under the chapter on Railroads and TViaducts,

Suffolk Street

Suffolk St. is the main business street running north
=8 south. Thig street terminates at Arch St. on the north znd
.t the cavinz ground on the scuth, leaving a street only seven

z-2 one-nalf blocks lonz. <4t one time Suffolx 2t. extended south

the Montreal River, ani construelt a new bridge over the Monbtrezl



gver the now eaviznr sround to the Norrie Tocuticnvand provided

the vrineipal thoroughfare from that seetion of the eity to the

siness distriet. Due to eaving grourd this street had to be

i

abanfoned, however, and during bthe year 1927 a cut-off sitreet
from Suffolx St. to Towell St. south of Vaughn St. was construe-
tad.

A different problem presents itseld on the north side,
however, iz that Suffolk St. ean be readily opened up Ho the
rarth City limits. This should be done as soon as possible, ox
2t least the right-of-way provided at the earliest possible

oment in order to obtain this street at the lowest possible costa

Yelecgd Avermue

-

eleod Ave., & portion of which Torms cne of the im=-

ortant business streets of the city, 2t one time counected on

rora St. Due to eaving ground, however, that porticen of the
sadway from lawrence St. o Ashland Court was temporarily aban-

foned for highway purposes. It is recomzended that this roséway

o

opened up as soon as practical, thereby affording another

for thri traffic east and west thru the business

Park Strees

- o

arik 2»t. is 2 short street only wo blocks long, on

I.

whe east side of the High School property, rumning from Ayer St.
o Fill St. This street should be extended one more block from

gill 5. 0 Hedin Ave., the latter street at this time being a

dgald end street ending at the High School property.




Greenbush Street

freenbush St. is plotted to extend from Frederick St.
north to the City limits. The street is fifty feet wide from
FrederieX St. to a point midway betweern Ridge St. and Hichigan
ive., at which point a jog in the west property line reduces the
width‘to 21.2 feet. From this point to Coolidge Ave. the street
width diverges from 31.2 feet to 56.2 feet. From Coolidze Ave.
to the Forth Countvy Road the street is 56.2 feet wide. From
Forth County Road to the north City limits the street is 50 feet
wide. The street should be widened at the narrow point as soon

as possible. .

Pine Street

The southern part of the city known as the Forrie
Location, has at present no direeb commnication with the eastern
pért of the c¢ity known as Jessieville. There is at present a
' zood roadway surface on FPine St. from Balsam St. to Dean St.,
and from Dean St. to the So6. Range Road the roadway is passable.
Pine St. should be opened up and provided with a suitable roadway
directly east to the City limits, thereby commecting with the

Van Buskirk Road and a towaship road in Erwin Township.

- 15 -



Hidths of Streets and Roadways

The streets in the Uriginal Plat of the City of Iromwood
are 60 feet wide. This is ample width except in the business dis-
trict. To attempt to widen the streets in the business distriet
would, however, involve an expenditurs which would be prohibitive.

Pracitically all of the streets on the norih side of the
city are 50 Peet in width. It wounld not be practical to attenps
to widen these sireets, and it is not particularly recessary,
21though wider streets would be more desirable from all view
points. The thru thoroughfare joining US-2 in its ultimate loca-
tion should have a roadway of forty feet. For the remainder of
the streets a width of from twenty-eight to thirty-siz feet will
be ample to take care of local traffic. The streets in the re-
mainder of the city where the property is platted are of suffi-
cient ﬁidth to take care of local needs.

The streets aml roadways on mining property and some
of the roads inm the various loeations present a different problem.
Liost of these sireets are very narrow and erooked, and tne road-
way surfaces are difficult to maintain. It is recommended that
the more important of these roads be widened out sufficiently to
permit the construetion of 20 ft. graveled roadways as fast as
funds will vermit. These roads msy subsequently be ziven a sur-
face treatment of tar or asphalt and will provide adeguate thorouzgh-

fares for years to come.

Traffic
The principal traffic problem in the City of Ironwood

is how to take care of the increasinz traffie in the business

- 17 -



distriet and the regulation ¢f parking. The plan outlined Tor
diverting thru traffic end the provision for the opening of
Keleod Ave. will tale care of the traffic wery nicely. The
parking problem is more difficult to solve. At present witunin

a certain area the parking is limited to ome hour thruount a
portion of the day, bdut prohibited emtirely from midnight to

7 A« M. in order to permit street clearing in the summer and the
removal of snow in the winter. This arrangement does not take
care of the situnation in the day ard early evening however, as
there is not sufficient parking space available. Also parking
on theforty foot streets, particularly where there are car lines,
slows up traffic to a2 econsiderable extent and makes driving more
hazardious. It is believed, however, that to prohibit parking in
this distriet would work a hardship on the stores, ani for that
reason the present arrangement will be allowed to eomtinue in-
definitely. The curb corners whiech have now a radius of 6 feet,
in general, may be set baek with a radius of 12 or 15 feet,
thereby assisting consiéerably in the movement of traffie. This
has already been done on aurora St. from Norfolk St. to Lawrence
St., ineclusive.,

The main street intersections of the business distriet
snould be equipped with zutomatic traffie signgls, Two inter-
sections are now provided with them and = conduit has been lzid
Tor the intersections of Aurora St. and Forfolk S8t., and Anrora
St. and Lawrenee St. The control box at the corner of Aurora St.
and Suffolk St. will take care of these intersections. Sighals
should also be installed at the following intersections as soon

as possible: ayer St. and Suffolk St.; dver St. =rxd Lowell St.;

- 18 -



N

weTeod Ave. and Lowell St.; MeIeod 4ve. aml Suffolk St.; ayer St
and Teke St.; Leke St. and North County Road; Horth County Road
and Summit Drive; Marquette St. spd Aurora St. It is believed
that, on account of the compactness of the business district the
signals shonld use the “Synchrohous System®,

fertain strset intersections are\provide& with "Thru
Traffie Stop Signs®, others with "Slow Signs". 411 thru streets
should be provided with aubomatie stop'flash"signals, and the
dangerous corners with automatie flash slow signals. Tals tre-
cautior may have a tendency to slow up traffie somewhat, but the
added vrecanticn against dangerous aceidents will out-welgh the
diszdvantages, a2t least for a number of years.

Aurora St. is traversed by the Street Railway System its
emtire length thru the business distriet. This roadway is narrow,

beinz onl 0 feet from curd to ecurb. At present, owing to the
5 ’ S

Joantomatic "stop 2nd go™ signals, automobiles are held up continu-

ously at the street intersections on aceount of the loading and
unloading of passengers. shile some =z thorities do not recommend
loading platforms where the roadway is so parrow, 1t is believed
in the case of this City that a wooden loading platform three
feet wide and 30 feet long would be beneficial; anld such platiorms
are hereby recommended for the intersections at Lawrence St.,
Lowell S8t., Suffolk St., and Eorfolk S5t. ¥aile it is admitted
that sush narrow platforms would wot serve so well if erowds had
to be handled, yebt in the case of this Cit; we believe that they
would serve the purpose adeguately and zid materially in the flow
of traffic thru the conrested district, be of zreat convenience

to the car riders, and aid pedestrians in erossing the streets.



Strect Hames

Thruout the eity there are duplications in street nomes,
and no siznificance attached to the use of the words "Strest™ and
"ixﬁ%ue". It is recommended that a therough study be made of all
street names and duplications.eliminated. Also that with the ex-
eeption of streets where the words "Road", "Drive™, "Place', etc.,
are used, that the esst arnd west streets be designated as PAvenuesh
and +the north =2nd south streets be desigmnated as "Streets%. A4Also
that the words "Hortheast", "Horthwest®, "Southeast®, and "South-
west™, be affixed as determined by the seetion of the eity in which
the street is located; the dividing line north and south being

Lowell St., and east and west, Ayer St.

Tree Planting and Planting Strins

Planting strips or parkways should be provided wherever
possible and the people encouraged to plant trees. Nothing adds
/80 much to the beauty of a eity for the expenditure involved as
the planting of trees. IV is recommended that, as sopon as prae-
tical, the City establish a nursery aml plent all parkways, over
a period of several years, thruous the city.' The first cost of the
werk to be assessed against the property benefited, bubt the City
to be respomsible for the care of the trees and the ne cessary

replacementis.

Street Paving, Sidewalk Construction and

Distribution of Cost -
The City of Ironwocd is mot well paved. This is largely
due © the faet that all paving exelusive ¢f ecurd and gutier must

be paid for at large from tax monies. This provisiorn is in the

- 21 -



Ciﬁj‘charter ard earnnot be changed without a vote of the negple.
This system is inherited from the mining camp days, when it was
custvomary bto"let the mines pay¥. This day is zone now, and the
money derived from taxzation is nct sufficieat to take care of these
improvaments if the eity is to progress. The time is here now when
the Charter should be amended and all of the cost or at least ithe
greater nortion of street paving be assessed against the property
benefited. 4Lfter all, this iz the only just and ecuitable way to
distribute the cost, as lwmprovements of this nature ezhance the
value of the property so improved anl the owner receives the direct
benefit.

Fortunately the Charter permits the assesszment of one-
half the cost of conerete sidewalks, the result being that the
city is very well supplied with sidewalks. This work is @ntinued
each year without any material hardship on the @ity tresasury, to
¥ne extent of about two miles of walk, which for the present

growth oFf the city is sufficient for its needs.

- 28 -



Railroads and Viaducts

Tae City of Ironwood is served by three reailrcads, -
the Chieszo and Northwestern Railway, the Himneapolils, St. Paunl
and Sanls Ste. Marie Railwaw, and the Dulutn, South Saore and
Atlanitie Reilway. The latiter, however, does notv eunter the city.
The main lines of the Horthwestern and the Soo Line parallel esach
other running from & point midway north ami south at the wesy City
1imits to approximately the northeast corner of the Corporate
limits. The seetion of the city devobed to mining is traversed
by ramerous Spur btracks and sidings. & belt line cireles the south
part of the city extending from Jessieville $0 a point at she west
City limits near the 014 pumping sbation.

At present there are siz grade erossings on the main
lines and ons reinforced concrese via&ucﬁe. fn the spur tracks

1

thers is one overhead timber bridge on Balsam St. south of Iime St
and one on arer St. west of albany St. The grade crossings at
Lowell St., Suffolk St., anf ILake St. asre protecte” by watcumen.

Phe grade crossings &t Lowell 3+, and Suffsclx

5

o

%]

@

fa)
2
A

nave to remain until suel et the railrpad cumpanies construect
& new union station cr._ »Gividngl stations, at whien time wifer-
greond rvasses eould be readily constrneted. Thers should, howsver,
be a viaduet eonstrueted across the main lines of -le two »ailroads
at Lawrence Si. as s on ag Ddractical to assist in relieving the
congestion &t the other ftwo crossings.

The overhead pils and girder hridge at dAyer St. should

be replaced as goom as possible with a reinforeed conerets bridage

or stsel spen with eonsrets abutments. Vhen this bridge is bmilt

- 24“



the street should be straightened ont and mede the stantard width.
The bridge at Balsam St. should be immediately replaced by & new
bridge with 2 vroper opeming and the streei straightened.

The other grade crossings within the period of time
covered by this plan can be allowed to stani, exeept that they.
should be protected by automatie flash sigrals,similar to those
installed on Iake St. 411 grade erossings on syur traeks and
sidings should be protected by railroad crossing signs and the

train erews should be advised to proceed eautiously and give

warning signals of their approach.

Street Railway System

The Lzke Supericr Distriet Power Compeny operates the
street reailway sysbtem. The meirn line exitends from Montreal,
Wiséonsin, t0 Bessemer, Michigan, a total Qistance of 11.3 miles,

~ The line is single tracex and is provided with turnouts spaced in
such 2 way that ten minute servige may be obtained. The main line
enters the city from the west on Silver St., runs on Silver St.
znd Auroraz St. to IMarquette St., turms rorth on Marguette St. to
tyer St., thenee east on Ayer St. to & point one and cne-hal?
blocks east of Lake St. where it proceeds on private right-of-way
to the ncrtheast cormer of the corporate limits. A branch lire
begins at a point onm the main line approximately 800 feet east
of Tmxmore St. and runs in a sombtheasterly d&irection to Jessieville
a distance of 0.0 milss.
The street railway system has been operatinz at a loss

for several years, and in order to save it to the City the City
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Commissicr and the Iake Superior Disiriet Power Company j

-

in submitting the guestion of rates to the Michigan Fubii

- - - " T y . ,f‘
ties Commission in the summer of 1926. In Degember 1920,

olned

e |

e UH1ili~

the

Utilities Commigsion granted an increase in fares, butv even with

the increased foares the company operated at & loss in the

T

o

r 1627. Just how long thig serviee can be malnbained

LN

city is problem=tical, dut every effort possible should b

LH

calendar
for the

e made

to retain it as it is very necessary o the welfare of the city.

[

il
P

2ns

———

nesg

There ars »o bus lines operating solely within
As long as the street railway continues to cperate there

immedizte need for leoecal bus serviee, except possidbly to

the &t
is nyg

serve

as feeders to the streetv railway. DHowever as the north side

develops the need for transit service will increase and +
will come when a cross town bus service supplementing the

railway service will be an absolute necessity.

he time

street

Interurban bus serviece is now being maintained prac-

tically the year around between Ironwood and ishland and Duluth

on the west, Ironwood to Iron Mountain and Escanaba on the east,

and from Ironwcod to Onbtonagon,

This service, made mossible by the excellent roads

maintained by the Cfounties and State, iz bound to inerease as

tire soes on, and will more and more compete with stean ra

ilroads

in tenlering service successfully Ho the City. It is only a

guestion of time until an up-to-date bus be nal ghould
structed near the railroad stations in order that better
be rendered to the travelling miblic.
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Parke ard Plavgrounds

-~

The Gity of Ironwood is fortunate in that it has &
nueleus for & Ffine park system. On the other hand it is extremely
unfortunate in that there are no playgrounds in the city for the
children.

The vresent parks amd park sites within znd without the

eity are as follows:

Hount Zion 40,00 Acres
Curry Fark 50T "
Longyear Park 3406 n
Forthwestern Park l.,27 *®
Yemorial Park Q1D "
Total Acreage 50.1C Acres

¥ount Zioh 1s located one-half mile north of the present
City limits oprosite Summit Drive aml Greenbush St. The 40 acres
comprising the park site ineludes the top of a high hill and rock
bluff keoown as Mount Zion, and is covered with second growth
“htimber, some of whieh is 40 to 50 feet high. Fothing has as yev
been dme to develop this park, sxecept that a topographical survey
has been made. It is recommended that a natural park be maintained
at this location md s driveway be cmmstructed from the north and
of Summit Drive to the tep of the hill. Further that Summit
Drive be toulevarded Ffrom Yorth County Road to Mount Zion. This
work wiieh should be done asg soorn as funds will nermit, shouid
inelude curb and gutter, hard surface pavement and omamsntal

street lighting. The Woman's Club of the City of Ironwood has

rrovided & fund of 3400 whieh they wish to use in »lanting trees
on tihis one~nalf mile of boulevard.
The City of Irorwood is already provided with a ovrivate

i

Country Club, consisting of & very attraetive elub house and &
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sporty nine hole golf course. The very nature of the club and
the attendant costs, preclude a great many people from playing
g0lf who would otherwise participate in this popular and healthful
pastime. Golf appeals to every onme regardless of his stature in
life and the eilties thruout the United States are recognizing this
faet and providing munleipal golf courses. On a minicipal golf .
course the residents of a community may enjoy the benefits of this
enjoyable game at & nominal expense. Then, too, the automobile
tourist and the travelling publie gererally would take advantage
of a munieipal golf éourse, and very possibly make an extended
visit to your eity if the course were attractive anid conwveniently
located to the tourist eamp. With all this in view the City of

Ironwood should, as soon as funds are available, provide the city
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with a publie golf course. ILand for this purpose could be ac-
quired south and southeast of HMount Zion Fark. Eighty acres
shonld be purchased, which would provide sufficient area for a
nine hole golf course, club house, and tourist camp. The tourist
camp at present is loeated in Curry Park, but when the golf course
is constructed the tourist samp should be removed to the lard
ad jacent to Mount Zion for the convenience of the tourist who
wishes to play golf. This loeation for a eamp site is ideal as
the view of the surrounding country is wonderful and the natural
wooded park on the top of the hill, together with the golf eourse,
would make the tourists'. stay in the City of Ironwood very enjoy-
able.

furry Park is at present used as the tourist camp. This
is a fine location for a eamp, but the fact that it adjoins the

fair grounds detraets consideradbly from it. Then too, when there




"

are any events schednled at the fair grounds there is always more
or less confusion owing %o thé faet that the entrance to the fair
grounds is thru Curry Park. With the tourist camp remeved from
Carry Park, the park will make ideal pienie grounds for loeal
peocple.

Longyear Park is loeated on the entire bloek surrounded
by Hemlock St., Arch 8t., Iawrence St., and Gogebie St. This park
has been planted very artistieally and makes a Tine neighborhood
park. It is recommended that a portiorn of this park be used later
when fwmds are available, for a children's playground.

Worthwestern Pzrk is located on the depot grounds of the
Chicagzo ani Northwestern Railway Company, Jjust south of the station
burilding. This park has been leased by the €ity from the railroad
company for a period of ten years at a rental of $10.00 per yvear.

This park should be preserved to the City of Ironwood indefinitely,

- and it is recommenced that curb and sutter and conerete driveway

be counstrueted along the station building on the north side of the
park, concrete sidewalks be ceanstruected from the two corners on
the south to the station, the park filled in to yroper elevation,
seeded and planted with appropriate trees and shrubbery.

Hemorial Park is a portion of a single lot at the corner
of MeLeod Ave. and Marquette St. diagonally aeross from the Muni-
cipal-Memorial Building. This small park is now planted and.has
a good lawn. It is recormended that this park be reserved for a
Meworial Park and that the Sparish-imerican cannon which was For-
merly located on the Carnegie Lidbrary grounds be vlaced in it.

As a Memorial Park other itrophies of like nature whiech might be
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obtained from time to time could be placed there.

e It is Further recommended that parks be developed as
soon as practicable in the FNorrie Iocation, the Jessieville loca-~
tion, and near the Reno loecation. That a boulevard be constructed
joining the park system of the ecity.

The City of Ironwood has mno playgrounds for the children,
operated as such. The resnlt is that the ehildren play more or
less in the streets, and in that way are mot being tausht to play
properly, and are in constant danger from the passing automobile.
It is recommended that the City aequire land in various parts of
the @ity from time to time; and that as soon as praebtical an
Ironwood Playground Associstion, independent of the City govern-
ment be formed, to install playgrounds ad provide for organized
play for the children. This work eould be carried on thru the
b fimaneial aid of the City, the School Board, and by private sub-
~geription. The results obtained in training the children properly

and providing healthful and interesting play for them would more
than offset the cost of the work.

Another matter of prime importance to the City of
Ironwood is that of providing a landing field for airplanes. Air
transportation is advancing by leaps and bounds and befors we
realize it air lines will be established in this North country
and the community without a suitable landing field will be strug-
gling hard to gain the prestige lost by lack of preparation for
this rapidly developing industry. Generally speaking little is
known locally in the requirements of commereial aviation in rela-
tion to the length and width of runways, lizhts, weather reports,

signals, ete. Consegquently no recommendation ear be made at this



time relative to these matters; however, it is recommerded that
sters be taken as sooun as possible to provide this community with

a2 munieipally owned and operated airport.

Cemeteries

The Cify'of Ironwood owns and maintains the Riverside
Cemetery located between Herlock St. and the Montreal River, oppo-
site Ridge St. and Areh St. The cemetery in use at this time com-
prises 26.9 acres, all of which will no doubt be sold by the
sommer of 1928. An =zdditional five acres is owned by the City,
which will be developed for cemetery purposes during the coming
season. This additional land will provide ample space for several
years, but it is recommended that lard be purchased from time to
time until sufficient land will be owned by the City to provide
fb} the next 10C years. This recommendation is contingent upon
%being able to purchase the necessary land at a reasonable prices
If this land camnot be purchased from time to time at a reasomable
price it is recommended that the idea of expanding the present
cemetery be abandoned and a suitable site purchased farther fron
the eitx to be ieveloﬁed at a later date when necessary.

The guestion of winter burials in this north country
is a sericus matdter, both from the City's point of view ani from
that of the friends and relatives of thé deceased person. The
expense of pldwing the roads and digging graves in the frozen
ground is very high; and the ineonveniercee to all parties concermed
is great. The solution of this problem for this ecountry is the
construetion of a ehapel and a receiving vault for use in the

winter months. This would reduce the expense consiferably ami
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v th a rental charge for the use ¢f the vault would not be a
burden on the City finaneially. It is therefore recommended
that a mausoleum be constructed in 1928 in accordance with the
plans submitied. The preferable loeation Ffor this building being
on lots 1 and 2, bloek 11, ¥arste Addition and Montreal St. (va-

cated}). This site Jjoins the south side of the present cenetery

and is opposite the end of Gogebie St.
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Analysis of Usage of Land Within the Corporate Limits

of the City ani Proposed Amnexation of Territory

As noted dsewhere in this report, a certain portion of
the area of the eity lying on the range of hills traversing the
eity in an easterly and westerly direction, and the caving ground
immeliately to the north of thase hills, is devoted excelusively
to mining operations. 4lso that the residential distriet to the
south and west is limiteé to its present area Tor varigus reasons.
Tarther, that the expansion for residential purposdes is to the
north, thereby eausing a comstant shift o the center of popula-
tion northward. The belt line ratlroad owned jointly by the
Soo Line and the Vorthwestern encircles the Forrie and the Aurora
locations. Along this belt line and immediately south of it, are
%éry“éesir&ble sites for industrial purposes. Dus to the bels
‘iine, side track facilities are eagily obbainable and the Hopo~
hgraphy of the land is ideal for industrial sites. In zoning the
city this portion of it should be reserved for future industries.

The business district of the eity is limited in area
for various reasons, as noted befors, but is ample for the needs
of the ecity, at 1easf for the period of time covered by this
report. The wholesale district is at present loecated mainly on
ayer 3t., with an overflow on Frederiek St. along the right-of-way
of the Fortawestern Railway and the Sooc Line. This distriet
should be maintained as the wholesale districect, there being suffi-
cleat area to permit of the expansion which would maturally come
with a population of 38,000.

In estimating the area necessary to provide home sites
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for a population of 30,000, we find that the total number of pos-
gsible home sites south of the main lines of the two railrcad com-
panies egquals 950, while those available northﬁgf the City limits
total 2000, making a total of 3(10. Assuming a family to eonsist
of four persons and assuming further that 50 per cent of the sites
would be utilized, the present arez of the eity would provide for
a further population of 0000 people. A4t present, however, the
versons per house total approximately six on an average, and it is
reasomable to assume that as the living emditions change this
average will be eut down considerably, amd for that reasom it is
believed that the present area of the eity'will not conveniently

provide for a population in exeess of 25,000,

—t



From the foregoinz information it will be seen that
it will be necessary to provide additional territory sooner or
later in order to take care of the growth of the eity. This
additional territory could be armexed either on the east or omu
the north. The area to the east lies both in Bessemer Township
and Erwin Towmships It is largely devoted to mining operations
and from the standpoint of assessed valuation would be valunable
territory to annex. This area would, however, provide mractically
no residential territory, and owing to the faet that two townships
would have to be dealt with it is doubtful if this territory could
be annexed. Then too, if this territory were annexed, the City
would be assuming eertain liabilities whieh it is believed in
time would more than offset the benefits to be derived from the
additiornal taxing wvslues to be obtained.

The strip of land three-guarters of = mile wide imme-
- diately north of the present City limits is the logieal territory
for the City to annex for residential purposes. Tﬁe assessed
yaluation of this distriet is at preseant $107,000. There are
approximately 50 homes with a population of about 250, and one
school house. Tuhis area ineludes Mount Zion and all of the other
property proposed for park ani reereatiomal purposes. This area
will provide plenty of territory for expansion residentially for
years to come, and it is recommended that steprs be taken to annex

this territory at the April election to be held in 1629,






The Planning Program

The growth of the City of Ironwood from a mining eamp
in the eighties to its present size has been in a haphazard way
without any plan or direetion. This lack of direction has resulted
in congestion on some sbreets axnd inconveniences which might have
been avoided if the eity had been proverly plammned. Howsver, it
is not too late to eliminate a greaf many of these defects if the
plan outlined, together with changes which may be made from time
to time, is followed.

In order to realize the most out of its plan, the eity
mist be zoned. At present the city is operating urnder a temporary
zoning ordirance, which has produced results since its adoptiom
in. that it has prevented the indiscriminate establishment of business
p;aces in residential districts. The design of the streets are

ﬁﬂdependent upon the zoning regulations, as are parks, playsrounds
and schools, as these camnot be properly iegigne& and selected
without proper zoning rezulations. ILikewise zoning regulations
eannot be drawn up withoutv a comprehensive City Plan to guide in
their preparation. In order to make a residentizl distriet stable,
regulations must be adopted to provide for the safeguarding of the
district and provide the things which will meet the needs of the
people, such as streets, sewers, water, gas, electrieity, parks,
playgrounds, transit, ete. That is true of the residentiazl dis-
triets is equally true of the business and industrial distriets.
If these districts are to be permanent they must be protected and
regulated in such a way as to provide satisfactory locations and

sites for such purposes.
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Consequently it is recommended that a suitabls zoning
ordinance be worked oub as soon as possible to be adopted in coz-
junetion with this plen.

As indiecated in this plan, the Uity of Ironwood has need
of many improvements. To attempt any great number of these at any
one time would be prohibitive in eost, and for this reason it will
be necessary to arrange a systematic sehelule for earrying out the
recommendations embodied in this fepot- Priority shouwid, of ecurse,
be given to those improvements which will contribute most to the
nealth and prosperity of the City. Where improvements are made
they shonld be made to fit in with the general plan, &as isolated
jmprovenents not commeeted up with a general vlan carry with then
waste and exbravagance and o fter times produee 1ittle or no perma-~
neri resulis.

In order to successfully and permanently earry out the -

_provisions of the general plan it is recommended that a City Plan-

ning Commissiorn of Ffive, to inelnde the City ¥Manager and four other
citizens to be appointed by the City Commission, with terms of
office to be one, two, three, and four years respectively to start
with, with renewal terms of four yezrs each.  This method of pro-
viding a Planming Commission will give permamency to the organiza-
tion and will_proiuce lasting resulis to the ity of Irorwood by
giving perpetuity to the line of thought originally proposed and
preventing sudden changes in polieies 2l programs. The City Manager
to be secretary of the Commission, and have the same powers as the
other members. The powers and duties of the Plamming Commission
should be desigzmated by ordirnance, and in general should be limited

to study of the needs of the city and recommendatior as to matters
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relating to the plan. Ferhaps it would also be advisable to grant
the Commission wveto powers in gase the governing body of the City
should devide to make a radical Jeparture from the original plan,
which in the opinion of the Plamming Commission might be detrimen-
tal to the best infterests of the ¢ity. In any event it is recom-
mended that before such an ordimnee is passed, the methods pre-
seribed by the special committee appointed by Secretary Hoover on
drafting & stanmlard city plenning enabling zct, be earefully
studied.

In presenting this plan, careful consideratior has been
given to the health, convenience, sconomy, comfort and pleasure
of the citizens of Ironwod. An effort has been made to formilate
a plan which, while simple in character, will give & general scheme
whereby the future growth of the eity may be properly guided and
many of the mistakes of the past eliminated. |

Respectfully submitted,

City Manager
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An Ordinance adopting a comprehensive plan for future
growth of the City of Ironwood, with particular attent}on tp ?he
health, convenlence, economy, comfort and pleasure of its citizens.

WHEREAS, The City Charter of the City of Iromwood provides
in Section 18 of Chapter VII, that "The Commission shall, within
three years after the adoption of this Charter, adopt a eity plan,
and

WHEREAS, The public heslth, safedy, welfare, comfort,
convenienes, and prosperity of the ecity depends largely upon a
comprehensive plan for its future growth and its commereial devel-
oprment, and

WHEREAS, The City Commission has ezused sueh a plarn to
be prepsred,

K07, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF IRCHWOOD CRDAIRS:

. Seetion 1. The report, together with meps aceompanying
this ordinenee, entitled "The Ironwood City PlanW, is hersby
adopted as the offiecial plan of the City of Ironwood.

, Seetion 2. Within six mouths after the adoption of
this ordinance the City Commission shall appoint = Cit'y Planning
~.Commission consisting of the City Mamager and four citizens of
the City of Ironwood, whose terms shall expire on }arch 1, 162¢,
Harekr 1, 1930, Mareh 1, 1931, and March i, 1932, respectively.
Subseguent appointments shall be for terms of Ffour years.

o Section 3. The powers and duties of the City Planning
qum1581on.shall be outlined in a separate ordinance. ‘

_ Section 4.. This ordinance sirll take effect ten days
after its publication.

Adopted and approved by the City Commission of the City
of Ironwood this day of s, D, 1928,

T

HAYOR

Attest:
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